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In two Sermons 


Preached by Narnanasrr Handy, 
Maſter of Arts, and Miniſter of the Goſpel, in 
S. Dionis Back-Church Ang: 7 and 14 165 3. 
Occaſioned by his late unexpected Re- 

covery of a deſperate Sickneſs. 


E s 4. 38. 17,18,19. 
Behold for Peace, I had great bitterne(ſe, but thou haſt in love to my ſoule, de*+ 
m—_ it from the pit of corruption, for thou baſt caſt all my ſinnes behinde 
- phy back. | 
For the grave cannet praiſe thee, drath cannot celebrate thee, they that go downe 
into the pit cannot hope for thy truth, | 
The living, The living he [hall praiſe thee, 4s 1 dos this day. 


Aus. Ep. 77, ad AuRE I: TO 
Nam quid melius & anime ger amm, & ore promamus, calamo txprimanmus, 
quam Des gratias, boc nes dici brevis, nec audirs lating nec intelligs grativn, 
nes ags fruttuofine poteſt. 
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| Phil, 2. 27. the former part. 

For indeed he was ſick, nigh unto death, 

but God had mercy on him. 


F you pleaſe to peruſe the five laſt P/alms 
SES! of David, you ſhall:finde them begin- 
 Popll 10g and ending with an Hallelujah : 

If Prasſe ye the Lord, being the «Alpha and 
il Omega,the Prora and the Pupps,, the firſt 
and the /aſ# words of each. Not much un- 


SLE 


trance placeth an ivyacss, 1 thanke my God through 
Chritt, and cloſeth with a J:& S3Za, To God onely wiſe bee 
glorie through Feſus (Chriſt. In imitation of theſe patternes I 
ſhall place Thaxksgiving, both in the Front and Reere of my 
Diſcourſe. indeed what fitter Prozminm to a gratulatorie 
Sermon than a Benedifus ? Bleſſed therefore be God, who 
kept his #»worthie Servant from falling into the Grave, a 
Land of Silence and Forgetfulneſſe, and hath now vouchſa- 
fed him the /ibertie of entring into his Hoxſe, the place of 
Prayers and Prayſes. Bleſſed* be God, who hath brought my 
feet from lying in a ſick bed to ſtand in this holy Aſownr. Fi- 
nally b/eſſed be God, who hath given me a' joyfull occaſion of 
handling, and juſt cauſe of applying this Seriprare to my ſelfe, 
by changing the third Perſon unto. the-firſt; For indeed 1 was 

. ſick nigh to death, but God had mercy on me. 
. This Text naturally. þreadeth forth ic ſelfe into :o maine 
B boughes, 
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NE like is Saint Pals practiſe in the Epiſtle ,: 9g: 44:46: We . 
to the Rewans,who almoſt in the very en- Rom,3@-+6, 
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boughs.cach of which have three branches ſprouting from them. 
ere is obſervable a Diſtreſſe, and a Deliverance; a 
Danger, and an Eſcape, an Afiition, and a Liberation : the 
fermer in thoſe words, He was fick nigh to death ; the latter in 
theſe, but God had mercy on him. 
In the gs þ e we have obſervable, the 
1.j 2uality of the Danger what it was, in the word Sick. 
2. Extremity of the Meaſure, how great it was, in thoſe 
words »igh unto death. 
3. Emwinency of the Perſon, whom it befell, in the relative 
hee. | 

In the Deliverance we haye conſiderable, the 

'T. Efficiency of the Author , by whom it was conferred, 
in the Word Ged. 

2. The excellexcy ofthe Benefit, how expreſſed, in thoſe 
words had mercy on him. 

3-The opportunity of the Time, when vouchſafed,in the ex- 
ceptive bat. 

Theſe are the feverall Branches of this Sacred Tree, into 
which 1 have climbed by the Ladder of humane induſtry, from 
which by the hand of Divine aſliſtance I haveggathered,and by 
the fame hand ſhail now ſcatter among you ſuch Fruit as 

. hath refreſhed my owne, and (I hope through Gods bleſfing) 
will nouriſh your ſoules; and ſo I begin with the 
Gen.1. Diftreſſe, He was fick, nigh to death ; and therein the quality 
of the denger in that word ſick. 

The Philoſopher, obſerving the property of mans _—_—_ 
deſcribeth him by. »;/b3/e, to be a reafonable living Creature, 
that bath the onely power of /aughing ; but the Divine con- 
ſidering the 5/ery of mans coxaition no lefle, aptly chars 

Vagilug; lomn Ferizerh him by flebile, an unfortunate wretch, thar hath the 
lugubri corpler moſt cauſe of weeping : In this r&ſped it is not unfitly taken 
us quam” ff, ui ROLICE CO = new-born Babe —__ into the world 
tantum in vit2 c-1;40.,45 if by the /a e of its prefent tears, it would fore- 

—_— _ . tell the ſadneſſe of 04 uh —_ F 
* Among thoſe many evi#s with which the &fe of man is be- 

0 ſet, this of fckweſſe is. owe. _ 

Aug.inPl111 One to: which all are ſubjeR, quis nen agrotat in has vita ? 
| ion 
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' gitis languoreny non experituy ? naſcs in hac corpore mortals in- 
cipere egrotare eſt : Who in this life doth not more or leſſe 
taſt of pckyeſſe ? yea from the {"adleto the Cratch, Birth to 
Death, Wombe to the Tombe, we are eontinually liable to it. 

. One of which we may ſay, as Leah of Gad, A T rop com- Gen. 30.1, 
meth, and to which that Devils name in the Gsſþe/ may fitly Ma & 5.9. 
be applyed Legion : The Peer inſtancing in one kind of a5ſcaſe, 
ſpeaketh of a band of Feavers, 

Nova febrinm, Horat. od, 3+ 
_ Terru incubuit cohors : : 

And Galex reckoninig up the diſeaſes to which ove part of 22744 tulioy 
mans bedy, the eye is fabjeR ; numbreth 112. how great *7? [80 Oh 
an Army then muſt this Commander have, who begirteth this ulE- FREE 
Caftte-of the Body in every part and corner, and that with 2 : "FUXns 
ſeverall Sonldiers | No wonder if the holy tongue, as it cal- *##v#=1,#0- 
leth men 2!ND which ſignifieth dying men , becauſe 245 £9 707 
they are continually under the power of death, fo it ſtyles A%7*A#4? T9- 
them EP WIN ſickly men, becauſe they are expoſed to ſich Ag 3 STI), 
yariety of ſickyeſſes. oixy y dts 

Finally ove which exceedeth all thoſe other ms/eries.of this X9999v117- 
preſent /zfe, what diſſention is ina City, diſcord in a Family, Pythag. Apo. 
ſurfetting to the Stomach, 5gnorance to the Minde , that is '* Tambl. t 
ſckneſſe to the Body, diſturbing and oppreſiing it ; yea, it is #4#4,.79 4 | 
the worſt evill of cold, hunger, and »akedveſſe, of heat, thirſt, T*vTo5aTov 
and warmnes , that they haſten upon ns ſickyeſſe and 9 SegvraTys 
death. xaxdy n vooos 

That I may the better open this diſtreſſe, give me leave to 4 #5 1a75eg» 
delineate it both in the effet# that flow from it, and the canſe 7915 Tons 
from which it floweth. TO XeyTar 

There are two grievous attendants which ſickneſſe com- 79 Greg. 
monly bringeth along with her, namely paine and weakyeſſe ; Naz. Orat. 
by pain it taketh away the comfort of all enjoyments, even 16. 
of lite it ſelfe ; Barzillai being, o/d, faid to the King, (an thy » Sam 19.35. 
_— tafte what I eat, or _ I drink? Can I heare any —_ _ 
more the voice of ſingmg. men, ana ſinging women * wherefore n 
frould t pita, burden to 2 Lord the King ? Nor rap bran 
much nnlike may it be ſaid of the ck man, Can he eat, or can imermiſſio vo- 
he drinks ? Can muſic, or any other pleaſures then delight him, luptatic. 
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when he is a burthen to himſelfe ? And. as by reaſon of dine, 
it renderth life «ncomfortable, ſo by reaſon. of mithagie un- 
ſerviceable ,diſenabling the body from the performance of any 
work: Alas,how can theC lock go when thezyeights are plucked 
offfor thezyatch move right, when thez/heels are out of order? 
Both theſe ſad effets are fitly expreſſed by two 

words , the one in the Hebrew , the other in the Gree 
tongue, and it is the word which our Apeſt/e here uſeth, The 
Hebrew word-- WIR ſignifieth both dolxit and egrotavit, to 
be ſick, and to be ſorry : well are they expreſſed by one 
word, ſince they commonly go together, both ſmarting paine 
inthe Body,and dolorous ang«ifþ in the Afind being cauſed by 
fickneſſe; in this reſpe& the Engliſh word diſeaſe, is very 
appoſire, becauſe it diſeaſeth and diſturbeth the perſon ; of this 
Pfal.6.233- Davidcomplained in his fickyeſſe,when he ſaith, My bones are 
wvexed, and my ſoule is alſo ſore vexed. The Greek, word & Sivw 
£:k+3:13:y implyeth both egrotari, and imbecillem eſſe, to be ſick, and to 
; be »eak.,, and therefore the Noun of this Yerbe 1s elſewhere 
Plal.z8.8, rendred 5»firmity : this inconvenience likewiſe David found 
, by his diſeaſe, when he ſaid, I am feeble, and ſore broken ; 

Quende ber mweaknes being the inſeparable concomitant of ficknes. 

tam graudis Afo ir ations,w*b( I would to God) were more deeply imprinted 
jon on the mindes of men,tboſe eſpecially,who put off their repes- 
2 mediccrium tance, and the Workgng ont of their ſa/vation till a fick bed, as if 
afione excluſus when they are in paix,they could repent with the more eaſe, or 
fariſceme jam when they are weakeſt,they were ſtrong enough for this work : 
roo ei Alas, doe you not know how »fit ſuch a time is for 4xy, but 
us officium cen. Much morea religious employment ? This no doubt is one 
ſor animuw . reaſon why Saint 7ames, who in other affi;##ions adviſeth men 
Salv. ad Ecd. to pray for themſelves, in ſickneſſe counlelleth them to call for 
_ ll. the Elders of the Church te pray over them, becauſe then for 
am.F. : the moſt part they are »»«ble to pray themſelves: in this re- 
ſpe& it. was (asTI have read) the ſayivg of a vertuous Gentle- 
woman upon her fck bed, Let none defer their preparation nor 
| Langhorn's fun. their prayers unto the bed of their foe e, for then the minae 1s 
Serm, of M:s 190 much.treubled with grief of body to be employed, as they ought, 
May wane. ;, ſpiritual exerciſe. Tell me, whoever thou artthat.delayett till 
thy time,how knoweſt thou, but ſuch a rekne/s may ſeize ooun 
| | rec 
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thee as in a moment, may zake away thy life ? or if not, be- Puig Jew von 
reave thee of thy ſenſes ? or it may be ſo painfull, that it is all irridetur, ipſe 
thou ca»ſt do to _ with the paize ; nay, let me tell thee, /decepir qui | 
for the moſt part fuch procraſtinarors, when that time com- wy wer ares 
meth, either repent »or at a// in their ſfiekyeſſe, or it proveth g, A 19cag 
but a ſickly repentance. Oh then (my Brethres ! ) be nile den waam fe. 
in time, doe not lay the greateſt load on the feeb/eſt horſe, mivivue eſurgir 
put not the weakeſt ſervant to the hardeſt labour, put not © # offici- 
off the maine buſineſſe of thy ſoules health to the dolefull rime ens h 
of thy beaies frekneſſe. - Ct. - 

You have heard what fickneſſe doth, or rather wxdceth ; it omniz corporie 
would not be amiſle to-enquire whence it came,and how it was & 4tima ſub- 
brought into the world. Indeed (as {brift faith in another nebatur office 
caſe) it was not ſo from the beginning. Man in innocency was OY _ 
created with a body of ſo equalland laſting a remperarare, that Mar.1g.s, 
(had he not ſinned) it had neither been raken downe by death, Cum omnes ho- 
nor pt out of frame by ſickneſſe. Sinne it is which is fons Xſa- Mines velins pee + 
li, morbs, mortts, hath brought in evill inſtead of good, death of "iam m fine 
life, and fickyeſſe of health. The Phyſitian being asked the a nn 
cauſe of Diſeaſes, anſwereth, and moſt truly, mali humores, eo videmus cam 
evill bumors 3 the body. But the Divine reſolveth it more /ecundum guod 
fully, mals mores, ill manners in the life. Phyloſophy teacheth, deſiderant edi- 
and FE xperience confirmeth it, that paſſiones anime ſequuntar peed = + 
remperamentnm corporis, the mindes paſſions much follow the ,, = 
bodyes temper. Divinity preacheth no leſle truly, that the diſ- 
order of the boa followeth upon the. diftemper of the minde ; 
Mans /oule was friſt ſick of ſinne, and fo the body becommeth 
infected with /ickyxeſſe fr fe It was the firſt ſinne of Adam 
which browght forth, and it is our owne actuall ſinnes that 
»ouriſh this degenerate Bras, wherewith mankinde ts ſo miſe. 
rably 5»fefted. 

A Meditation, which (if well pondered) would learne us to 
beare ſckyeſſe whenſoever it commeth upon us withous mur- 
wwring, and yet with mourning. pee 

I. Why ſhouldſt thou repine at God when any diſeaſe ſeizeth - ibil el quod 
one thee? True, he is the efficient, but thou art the meritori- — 
0x6 caule ; he 5»flifterh, but it is 6nne that deſerveth ; he puni- pure peſſumus, 
ſoeth, bur it is not till thou haſt provoked bim, blame n9t his no calemnarum 


by - juſtice, 
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5»ſtice, but thank thy owne wickedxefſe, the Aſforh that frees 
ſumus. : the garment is bred of it ; the Tree giveth /fe to that worme 
$alr.deGub.k8 Jhich killethit. Thy fickneſe, oh man, is of thy ſelfe, aud thy 
fed ipfs facimun 019116 wayes and doings are they which procure theſe things to 

ut puniamur, thee, 

id ibid- 2. When ſickneſſe ſmiteth thy body, let repentance [mite thy 
Jerem. 4.18. thigh; when the diſeaſe rageth in thy members, let thy ſoule 
be angry at thy ſine, and as thou complaineſt of the effect, ſo 
,_—_— Epi labor to be ſenſuble of the cauſe: voo& Tal ayuyid Teos 76 TU 
#eor faith the Divine excellently, ſicknes is an wholſomeDi/ſci- 
pline,it is ſo when it reacheth us to kyow our folly. Happy diſeaſe 

which openeth our eyes at once to ſee, and weep for our ſinxes ; 
Oh my ſoule, it i ſinne hath cAuſed thy body to feele ſickneſſe, let 
fickneſſe cauſe thee to feele the weight of ſinne ; it 1 wickedveſſe 
hath mragges this weakneſſe, let this weakyeſſe bring thee to « 
fight and ſenſe of thy wickeaneſſe, why ſhoulaſft thou hold that 
{word in thy hand, which hath ſo ſorely wounded it ? or hng that 
ſerpent in thy boſome, which hath ſo painfully ſtung thee ? rather 
ſence the fruit us ſo bitter, pluck,up the root, and let nct ſin neigne 
any longer in thy mortal body, ſeeing is hath maae thy body ſo mor- 
zall. And ſo much for the quality of the ng paſs on to the 

Extremity of the meaſure , nigh unto arath. 

Mortem omni Tt is that, which in ſome ſenſe is true of every man alive, 
erati eommu- this world is a region of Ghoſts, dying men, yea, yowng men in 
nem eſſe ſentiv: the prime of their dayes, frong men in the full vigour of their 
_ = wn age Are nigh to death,becaufe arath may then be neer,to them. 
cum prop? a vo- 1 he Philoſopher being ask'd what he thought of /ife, rwrn'd 
bis eredimws eſſe him round and vanifped out of fight, thereby intimating, kow 
mortem, 2 quo eaſily and ſpeedily life may be taken away : and ſome ofthem 
4. 6couc- Al have no lefſe truly chan aptly repafinted the diſtance between 
—_ omnibuſ. 15fe and death by oculus, apertus and clauſus, an eye open and 
ue nomanths, ſhut, which'is / rm in a- yowent. But though this in ſome 
en Epiſt zo, reſpect be verified of all men, yet it is more eſpecially true of 
—_— = two ſorts of perſons, to wit, o/d men, and fiek, men, lince old 
infirmitas, - » age 15 v65G- quand) aA naturall diſeaſe, and a diſeaſe is yiges 
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neRus, caſus toTiTlyToy An accidentall old age, both muſt needs tend and 
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wazict moriem haſtes tO death. | 
Lytetuem, infirmitus apps entem, jetuitus praſeutom, Hugo de. 8. viſt, ds clauft. As. 
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As for o/d men, they are ſo wigh to death, that the Proverbe Nibil babes 
faith, they have one foot G: the grave, young men may dye ſoon, 9994 Fever 
| but hey canner live long ; the dimmeſſe of light in their eyes, 7,5 17 
and vapowrs that ſometimes are drawne up into their brainer, $ea. 8p.z0 
_ the Sx» of their life to be ſetting, the hoary fro, or Luematmodum 
rather white /xow upon their heads, proclaimes that the winter ſencAus adole- 
of their deaths is approaching. The more ſtrange it is toſee FR ſ« qui 
them dering on, who are going ont of the world, and as if they ,,g,u, :1.; 4# 
could ſer up »»der grownd,their mindes are moſt earthly whileſt pe4crentim mo- 
th-ir bodies are ready to drop into the earth : the more ſad it rior dixit Ale- 
is to think hew both #»wi/ling and unfit they are to die, who *# /evex lame 
yet are ſo «likely to live; and as if with the Eagle they could —_— "IP 
renew their youth, they flatter themſelves in hope of life, when ,j,,14 4x5 
yet they are as it were within fight of death ; how fhort are Doemonax ſenex 
uch »ze» of that heathen Seneca, who faid of himſelfe, ante ſe- p'0 cane, in 


nettutem curavi bene vivere, in ſenett ute bene mors, my care ens ſcnedutem 


in 7outh was to live, but in o/d age to die well, then no doubt Mme: ney 
perceiving his death to be at hand. 16.&8, 


Aso/d men, be they never ſo well, ſo ck, men, by they ne- 3 t5, yas 
ver ſo young, are nigh #0 death ; what Anacharſss ſaid of Sea- Ju; os; 3 ye 
men, that he knew not whether to reckon them among the ,;,o, 3,7: 
living or the dead, is no leſle true of fick, men, who indeed are Crac. 
wot dead, becauſe they breath, and yet not living becauſe not Antiph. 
luſty; every man carrieth death in his beſome, but the ſick man Feventdur in. 
at his back-, or rather in his armes before his face. a — = 
In ſumme there is a three-fold py opinquity of death, poſſible, ft, ſenibus 


probable, certaint ; it is poſſible the healthieſt , ſtrongeſt, and vero candth 


youngeſt may dye quickly; it is certaine old men (th they T4turier x 
Je live far younger) cannot /ive long ; and it is probable that —"_ exAuls 
the {ck mans death is at hand. = Gomes fl 


Bur yet ch44 in the proper ſenſe is not true of all ickueſſes, 12. abu. (ac. 
that diſtinfion of ſinne cannot holdin Divinity, according to iguwln36; i- 
the Popsſh acception, that ſome are veniall, others mortal, Tz291 maess 
ſince S. Paw! faith indefinitely,and'meaneth it uiniverſally,that &5:y 3 2 oy- 
death is the wages of ſin,but Analogically it is true in Phyſick of 745 5 31 vizege 
diſeaſes ; fome are onely painfull; others mortall, the Gowt in py Tis ty 
the Toe, a pain in the Teeth, a prick jin the Finger ; theſe, raydorlss 77 


thoughthey cauſe pain, yet are ne intheir owne nature dead i315. 
ly 3 Diog laert.I, 


Dm... 


Mercy in her Beauty. 


ly , nor is the patient accounted the meeres death for 
them. Sat uþ | 
Beſides, of mortal diſeaſes there is a difference, ſome are 
_ a long time »»twiſting, others in a ſort time cuz alunder the 
thread of life : thus the Dropſie is a great while in drowning, 
the Palſie in ſhaking downe, and the Conſumption in dryin up 
the body, whileſt the Feaver ina few dayes burneth, nl an 
- Apoplexit, or Apoſteme in a few houres ſuſfacate it. 
And yet once more in violent diſeaſes, there is a difference, 
we do not ſay of every man whom a Feaver ſmiteth, that he | 
: ',, 1s preſently »igh to death ; whileſt the body is vigoyors, the 
nexs!d's 87% Phy ch proſperons, We account the patient hopeful ; but thoſe, 
laTgar T*X* in whom the virulency of the diſeaſe fo farre prevaileth, as 
yet 74 9423- that both the ſtrength of Nature, & kill of Art ſeem wnable to 
Te 15% vr apple with it,are only and juſtly looked upon as »igh to death. 
Tegrtysw%. Such, no doubt, was Epaphroditas his caſe, for though 
Ci.Naz-Ocat. me conceive this danger might ariſe from ſtripes and ſcour- 
Feſtus quis '$ES, Which Neyo ſhould command to be 5nflifted on him at 
verberarus eft «& Rome, yet it is more rationally and generally concluded, that 
imfitebuin ſome violent ſickneſſe, by reaſon of a long fourny, had ſeized 
miniferio. ypon him; and though it is /ikely this good man was not neg 
ou ot lizent (according as ability and opportunity was afforded) to 
nga OE ' #ſe meanes, yet the diſeaſe did fo increaſe, that as to life his 
condition was defþerate, and therefore S. Pal ſaith of him he 
was nigh unto death. 
Humana fruze- To this low and weake eſtate is God pleaſed many times to 
luatk nimia in briyg men among others, chiefly for a double end, and that he 
—__ _ may mnde them of thei rdiſſolntion , and quicken them n 
Qu.Curt I, 4. FDEX devotion. 
"ave EH 27; Ofall things we are very prone to forget our latter end, 
and therefore God by ſickneſſe puts us in minde of it, .we are 
Suiy Gro APc £0 put death farre from us, and therefore by ſome =—_ 
rluare. diſeaſe God bringeth us nighto death; A preſnmption,we all not. 
Greg Naz. dye yer, maketh us not think of dying at all, and whileſt mar- 
row iS in Our boyes, color in our faces , appetite in ouriſtomachs, 
ſtrengthin our joynts, health in our bodyes, we eaſily perſwade 
our ſelveswe ſhall not dye yer; no'mervaile, if to fie our eyes 


upon the Grave, God chaſten #4 with paine wpon our Job, ; 
tha 
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that onr life abhorreth bread, our fleſs conſumtth away, and our-lob 3 ;.18.19, 
ſoule draweth neare to the grave. It was the confeſſion of Ale- 38 Caguls 
xander, when let blowd with an arrow: All men call me ,, _ —_—_ (4 
' Jupiters Sonne, but this wound: proclaimes me 4 mortall 184% © gin ifhus) ju 
and yet more divine was that of Antigonms, who acknow- rant me 
ledged his diſeaſe to be ſent as 'a Monitor ; leſt otherwiſe he ay - fili- 
might have growne 5»ſo/ent through the forgerfulneſſe of mor- xy em nahge 
tality. Sickneſſes eſpecially, when defþerate, are warning prices mw, .ma, 
to tell us the murdering peice of death is ready to deſtroy, every Sen. Ep. 59, 
ach tolls the Belt, but theſe, as it were, dig the grave, and cry/Arriyoy@ 
duFft to duſt ; and good reaſon itis, that when we caſt the yogigas 3 
thought of death behinde: our backs, death it. ſelfe ſhould by 9% ig) y& 
theſe diſeaſes looke us in the face,and as it were, pluck. us by the gy, vriurnes 
throat. "8-134 vo» duds & 
2. In health we are no leſle apt to forget God than our ſelves, yie@- wi ui- 
but fickpeſſe mindeth us of him, in profferity perhaps WC ye georny 
wwmble over a Pater Noſter, but adverſity teacheth us tO cry Zyras Penyras. 
Abba Father : Lord, faith the Prophet, in trouble have they Plz. Apoth. 
w/ited thee, they who before were ſtrangers, now would bee | 
familiar with God, and give hima viſit; thty poured ont 4 
prayer when thy chaſtening was mpon_ them, it may be betore 
my did (ay a prayer , but now they poxre owt a prajer.\/ 1C4.26,16. 
hough mas by the formation of his bedy be made with an 
ere countenance, yet he ſeldome looks wp to heaven till ome 
diſeaſe hath laid him upon his back,; nor yet many times will a 
ſlight licknefle prevaile : God promiſeth himſelfe concer- yg,c, ,,, 
ning his people, in their affiiftion they will ſeeks me early, but Lux. 8, 43. * 
for the moſt part it proveth otherwiſe ; #bs deſonit medicus, ib Luk. 1 5. 16: , 
incipit T heolog us, the Divine's work begins not with many till 645 Thc 927. 
the Phyſtian's is done, it is /ate enough not to ſeeke God till 4iv5 73 xig- 
affi;ton comes, and yet we ſeeks God not early, but late in S& ri regs 
affiition. The weman in the Goel ſick of a blondy Iſſue, why auris 
. goeth not to Chriſt tillſhe had Fexr all (and that to no pur- #ya34 rxabe- 
264 ) upon Phyſitians , the Prodigall thinketh not of going ear. Chry/. 
me to his Father, till he is brought fo low, that he La in Pſal.119. 
faine be fed with hacks, but canner ger them : nor doe-many xgive #:- 
lift up their eyes or hands to heaven,tull they are ſcarce able to Sa9ze: xdy 


lift up ether, Indeed neceſſity is - excellent A6ftris, chu dures, Swid. 
; | ly 
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_ ally of Devotion : Moſt men mil not pray till they muſ, it is 
ae which like Fonahs fis, - puts them upon Rar ſoup 
- plication, who never thought of God under the gourd of Provhe- 
rity. In which refpect, that Zatine Proverb was not taken up 
withour'juſt cauſe, © sj neſcit orare, diſcat navigare ; he that 
knoweth not how to pray , let him turne farmer : and no 
| doubr thoſe violent formes which make the Seas to roare, will 
Dr. Jer. ay. teach bim to pray. When thoſe young Perſian gallants being 
Sermon, beaten and purſued by their exemies, came to the River 
Ti kcty in Strymon, whictwas fo frezen that "their Boats could not 
beSioy ix Iannch,and yet it began to thaw, fo that they feared the 7ce 
51); 65011 Would not beare them, then (though the day before they 7e- 
vis cpa], ied both God and his providence) moſt timorouſly they fall 
> 12 Yr 75s wpon their faces, and ardeutly beg of God that the River 
TT might beare them over from their enemyes purſuit, The ſmart 
on xaoNes, {afers of Gods rod drive them home; and draw them neare to 
Juzvrau 5m, who before were farre from bim. 

- ite Stade The Greekes aptly expreſle.the declining eſtate of a King- 
Da, Boukr vy dome by mTeofy ds youv falling upon the X nee, and its r#ined 
Yoyal 2 t0- eſtate by 495» 315 54pe falling uponthe Aoxth ; expreſſions, 
a. Chryſe. which though they principally referre to the condition, yet 
on Pla /.129: Withaſſintitnatethe-d;ſpofirion of men in an afi;#ed condition, 
act yy. [hey Whoſe kyee7in health were'like Elephants, without joynts, 
Sv ye could-not, or ratherwould not bend, in /ichreſſe fall upon 
| - GG ew their knees, nay, when nigh to earth, fall upon their monthes 
Naz. Orat. '* humble adoration andearneſt 4#vocation upon God. And for 
=o theſe cauſes;that men may both looke forward to their ed, 
PP. and apwardto their God ; heis pleaſed to bring them downe- 

ward, almoſt to the Cares of Death, and Chambers of the 

Grave. - - OREN UGH | $34) 

Toend this, Jet us all make account of,” and prepare for 
ſtraights.In health, expeRt fickyeſſe,inFekneſſe looke for death, 
or to de brought »ighro x. Diſeaſes may come wnſent for, 

' -letthem riot come «look d for ; if they -happen-not, thou art 
not the worſe, andit-is labour well boft ; 'if they doe, thou art 
the berrey firted, and it is time well ſpent: Doe not flatter thy 
ſelfe in health, as if the mowntaine of thy body were /o ſtrong 

"that it comld nat be moved: Alas, one blaſt from heaven-can- 
| nor 
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not onely move, but rewave, Saks, but evertarnc it, rather 
eyenthen,when thou art fed with fat paftures, cleare waters, 
thy T «ble ſpread, thy Cap full.thy Body, OJ often thinke 
= walking through the valley of the fradew of death > Happy is Pal. 23.4. 
that man, whom when ſichneſſe arreſteth, and death approg- br 
cherh to, can ſay, and ſay it truly, 7 hz.44 no more then what 1 
have looked and provided for all my deyes. And ſo much be ſpo- 
ken of the ſecond particular, paſs we now to the third. 
3. Eminency of the perſon, whom this extreame ai/eaſe be- 
- fellin the relative He. If you would know who this He was, 
be pleaſed to caſt your eyes 0n the 25, verſe of the Chapter, Ver.3F. 
where you finde his #4me to be Epephroditus, one that was nor 
- onely a good Man, but a Man of Gag, not onely a Servant, but 
phe Uoamiter of Chriſt, and one ſo eminent, as that Saint Pax 19id- 
dignifies him with the ticles of his Brother, and Companion,and | 
fellow-Souldier ; and yet of him it is here ſaid that he was nigh 
4nto death. 
* Saints as well as ſinners, Minifters as well as the People, 
are liable to deſperate diſeaſes. In reſpeR of remporall evills 
_y bave no more privi/edge than others : And no- wonder, 
—_ -. 
I, That which is the caſe both of þckveſſe and death, re- 
maineth in them,, to wit, fix»e : Indeed the power of finxe is | 
weakened, therefore they cannot be hurt of the ſecond death, Peceatum ſept 
but the besxp of it remaineth, and /that neceſſitateth the fr/t; ” 7 $a _ 
they are {0 Feed from the gui/t of it, that they ſhall not ra#te E SOT" [A 
the torments of bell, but yet they may drinke deepe of the miſe- poreft,donee j;4,.» 
ries of this /ife : ſinne will not leave the beſt man till it hath rem « cory; 6 
brought him to his grave, well may it bring him to his ſick Bern-de 3. in 
bed. | adv.Serm,6. 
2, In reſpet oftheir bodily conflitution, they are earthly 
houſes, that will moulder away, till at laſt they fall : earthen 
veſſels ſubject) to flawes and cracks , till at length they 
breake. The Saints are the Sonnes of God by grace, but ſtill the 
Sonnes of Adam by natwre,the Miniſters are Angels in reſpect 
of their office, but ſtill they are Mew in regard of their per- 
ſons, and being of the ſame mould, and Fbie& to the ſame 
dangers with others. | 
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' 4:3 $4,6pus- 3. More ſpecially, the very calling and employment of Ming- 
1O- 735 pa- Fers isfuch, as exhanſteth their Piriss, weakeneth their bodyez, 
bares auT8y and accelerateth both diſeaſes and aeath : our Apoſt le fait of 
SeySras Tor E, phrodit.chat for the work of (hriſt he was nigh to death; V.30. 
yeigoy, x, 7 the worke he there meaneth is molt -probab/y conceived to be 
SotenrSy ty The travelling of this *good man to Rowe, with ſupplyes for 
Tire Tois par hi wants,' (to relieve a Chriſtian, eſpecially a Meſſenger of 
burars yes Chriſt, is the work of Chriſt) but it is no leſſe true of the works 
' Camera, Of (,oriſt,which is peculiarly the Afiniſters,{ince the pains they 
Occumen:ib. take 1n frruct.baur times Chriſt brings them »5gh to death. It 

Cauſe morbi ju- was faid of Archimedes ftudius quibus obtinuit famam amifit vi- 

it nimia dili> ram, the fiudies which got him credit loſt his life ; andit may 
gentis'in - &* be ſaid of many Miniſters, the {ofinge, watchings, labouars 
ny, comma preachings, by which they profit the peoples ſoxles, hurt their 
defondends mea bodyes. Thus like the cavale they waſte themſelves that they 
cauſa, in vigitis might enl/ighthen, yea, like the ſalt they diſſolve themſelves that 
j<jums, lucubra- they may ſeaſon others. 

gre mJ 4. Finally, God hath choice and ſingular ends at which he 
—_ ibid  aimeth, when he bringeth his owne Servants or Miniſters into 
, vpn. ſuch deſperate fickneſſes, and that both, in regard of ſinxe and 
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hs I. In regard of their ſes. that they may be either paroed 
GTs 65 Ka- 5 f 9 oY Y parg 


: - Or prevented, by which means their ſickxeſſe becomes their 
g#goum, 67% Phyſicke, and the Malad it ſelfe a ſpirituall rewedy. It may 
#5 Fa079 hethey have fallen into ſome groſſe pnne, and therefore they 
ag5715 y 7 fall into ſome grievous licknelf; : So was it with thoſe wnwor- 
EX3-@1A9T00T” ty Communicants, concerring whom Saint Paw faith, for 
es. Grey. which cauſe many of them were weake, many fick , and ſome ſlept. 
Nu. Ort. i may be God ſeeth them prone to comm: ſome hainous fault 
9c which he reſtraineth them trom by ſome dolorows fickneſſe, as 
aſe - S. Paul had a prick in hs fleſh that he might not be puffed up 
"hs dyali . in his winde; ſo God ſometimes wonungs his Servants bodyes, as 
;. knowing, that otherwiſe they would have wounded their conſci- 

Nees. 
2. In reſpe of their graces, that the truth of them may be 
tried, the-atts of them renewed, and the ſtrength of them ex- 
creaſed. Gd hath many wayes to rry men, among which ſick: 
neſſe, eſpecially if dangerows, is a ſore tryal,, and ye 
Jars wacn 
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when the Devil, by Geds leave had tryed ?okin the loſſe of win & d5- 


his Catrell, - Servants, and Children, he obtaineth licence tO Tis ray 
infli& ſores upon his body, making this his /aſt (as accounting 57:5 Is xa- * 
it his fierceſ#) onſet. Indeed then is the tr5a/l of a mans faith, 23s x; pauacy 
when God ſeemeth as if he would ſlay him, of his hope when all igy4ou74: 7: 
© things are defþerate, of his /ove when God frowneth upon, nay xaz yognon pul 
beateth him, of his patience When the paixe is ſvarp, of his Sogu&ndis. 
comrage when the ſorrowes of death compaſſe him, of his perſe- © b-y(.T.7. de 
 verance, when he holds faſt his integrity to the death. _ w & Med, 
To cloſe up this, let it be a leſſon of comfort, of charity, and = —— ys 
of diligence, are poſbez in (4- 
poſſe, in ſc 
1, Of comfort, when any ſickneſſe ſeizeth on thee, remem- lurew flagellar 
ber whoſe lot it hath been as well as thine, and be not diſcoura- £91 mfirmtate 


Lon When Chriſt would encourage his Diſciples againſt /uf- )%7%, ue pec- 
10 


r4ngs,he uſeth this argument, for ſo perſecuted they theProphets ior Py Sei 
which were before you”: Mat.5.1&it is that meditation which may 1anguoribge ad 
revive us when we are in pain and miſery, ſo it fared with ethers ſaluten, quan 
of Gods faithful ones before me. That argument of Eliah indeed — in.0- 
was ſomewhat paſſionare, 1 King.19.4. 1t is enough now, O Lord, — _ | 
take aWay my life, for 1 am not better than my Fathers; but it is @ 4, qo, 1 — 
pious reaſoning for every Chriſtian to ſay,1 am content Lord,if cap. 46, 
thou take away my health, exerciſe me with diſeaſes, I ans not Probationes dij- 
better thas Job, David, Hezekiah, Epaphroditus, and others %®[# ſunt cre- 
of thy faithfull Servants and Minifters, who am I, that I ſhowld oo = 


think, much to pledge thoſe. boly. men of God, though in a bitter 4k aling ami[- 


Cup ? fone harorun, 
_ 2. Of Charity, andthat both to thy /e/fe and others. alixe per demum 
I. Condemmne not thy /elfe as if God hated thee, becauſe he a _ 


corretts thee, or as if he were more angry with thee than others, x _,. 
becauſe he chaſtiſerh thee more ſeverely then them. Indeedit z,, >: books 
is good in a time Of ſickneſſe to reflet# upon thy ſelfe, exaniine ,, 1 
thy wayes, and if conſcience accuſe of ſome great. miſdemea- y,, _. » 
nour,to humble thy ſelfe, and acknowledge thy diſeaſe the juſt ,,,; om, > 
reward of thy offence, but otherwiſe, do not onclude thy. - ne day 
owne guilt or Gods hatred meerely from the premiſſes of fick:»,,,, 2 br 
neſſe, though virulent. | . FX be egy 
2. Cenſure not others as if they were therefore the worſt of x. ot ” 
linners, becauſe in their bodyes the greatef ſufferers. This is Chr. T.x. de 
; "TY (indeed). Mord. & Med. 
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_ (indeed) that hard meafure which Gays' prople and Miniſters 
Fe often meet with : When the Barbarians law a Viper 'upon 
"xt & PauPs hand, they preſently condemned him as a mwrtherey ; 
”3%T3. . ; | dE bm "os 
212 preps. and David complaineth of his enemies, that when he was ſick, 
flerum judicium they ſpake miſchievous things againſt him : nay fob's friends 
corwn quiex (though good men) were deceived with this fa#acy, and ac. 
_ _= 1% cuſe fob of hypocriſce becauſe of his calamity. And thus it is 
magni viri @ ſtill, If a zealous-Chriftian, or faithfull Afiniſter be viſited 
dolores ecclefie With a dolefull ſeckneſſe, his Religion muſt be no detrer than 
| laborare non- Diſſimnlation, and his Dottrine Hereſfie : But ſurely it is either 
nunguem ſolent, 7710 ance, or Malice, Or both, that filleth mens mouthes with 
wag '- rejuorhal | 
& ſale judi- It is true, there never was ſickneſſe without ſinne, but the 
* eare.Zanchin ſickneſſe is not alwayes proportioned to the _ theſe things 
Loc, come alike to all; was the wiſe mans Obſervation, nor doth 
For el.9. 2. any ſickneſſe befall any man which may not befall the be man. 
ate 91:20 TI know ſome afſerta Saint to be Plague-free, grounding it 
upon the Promiſe in the Pſalme, that »o plague ſhall come n;gh 
his dwelling But you muſt know, this is onely a temporal 
Promiſe, and therefore (as indeed'all ſuch) hath a doxble con- 
dition annexed unto it.The one ex parte perſong;onthe Saints 
part, which is to make the Lord, even the moſt high, hu habita- 
tion ; if then good men,in peſts/entiall times, througha diſtruſt- 
full feare, make the Creatares their. refuge , no mervaile if 
the plague infeRt them and their dwellings. The other ex parte 
res, in regard of the thing it ſelfe, which is onely aſſ#red lo far 
as it may make for Gods glory and his Peoples benefit. We read * 
in the former part of the tenth verſe there ſhall no evill befall 
kim, whereby is intimated that the-pl/agsye ſhall not then 
come nighto, ,when it is evill for a Ss, but if at any 
time God ſee it good, either for the manifeſtation of his owne 
glory (to wit, ofhis juſtice in ſo ſeverely puniſaing his owne, 
of his power and mercy in delivering from ſo deadly a diſeaſe) 
or for the ſpirituall advantage of his people ( in humbling 
them for. ſome ſcandalous finne by ſo ſmart a chaſtiſement, in 
exerciſing the ſtrength of their patience by ſo ſore a tryall) 
xot the holieſt perſon is'in ſuch caſes exempted from the plagre, 
Nor is it jwprobably conceived that 7ob's botches, Horthalh 
W oyles 
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boyles, David: ſores were not mnch differene from , if not 
| altogether the ſame with the p/ag#e, who yet al/ of them were 
choice and eminent Saints. Oh, then,let us take heed how we lay 
the /oad of heavy cenſure upon the backs of Gods Miniſters and 
Servants. : 

3. Of ailigence, that We? 
- 1.F/7ewho are Minifers, improve the time of our bealth 


, 


in feeding the flocks of Chrift, ſince when fcknefſe cometh, we - 
ſhall be 4;/exabled from our employments : nay perhaps we - 


- that haye tawght others, may then bave need to /earne our 
falnes. | 
- Tow who are the People, get all: the good you can from us, 
whileſt we are in a capacity of doing good to you, ere long the 
. Candle of our lives may burne 4imme by reaſon of ſome fck- 
eſſe, yea; be b/owne out by death, and then we can xo longer 
give {ight unto you. Oh: therefore walke in the light while 
you have it, be wi/ling to /earne while we are' able ts teach, 
account our labours precioxs, and let them be profizable to you, 
whileft God maketh us able to beſtow them among you,which 
we fhall not be, when that bef//s us which did Epaphroditne 
n.the Text, to be ſech nigh wwto death : And ſol have given a 
diſpatch to the firſt generall, namely the diſtreſſe : I now pro- 


ceed to 


+ 2. The deliverance, and therein the | Gen. parr, 


TI. Efficiency of the Author,God. Indeed both life and death, 
health and fickneſs, are in Gods hand : That of the Poet, 
. Una cademq; manus vulnus opemq; tulit, + 
mayiin this reſpect be fitly made uſe of ; the /ame baxd of Di- 
we Providence is that. which waketh and cloſeth the wound : 
He killeth, and maketh alive, he bringeth downe to the grawe and 
bixoeth up, ſo fingeth Hannah. I forme light, and create dark- 


'neſſe, 1 make peace, and create evil , I the Lord doe all theſe 1, 


things, is Gods owne ſaving by the Prophet. Thy head cannot 
&& withouthis /eave , nor leave akyig without his hep.; bur 
- though buthare fromhim, yer with ſome difference. Of fiokpes, 
he'is onely the efficient, fnxe is the weritorioms caule. Of health 


_'heis ſo the efficzenr, as that his mercy is the iwpa/pur cauſe, = 


for which reaſon-perhaps it is here ſaid, God had mercy; ol 
. which 
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which moveth him is his pitty, and that which helpeth w« is his 


ower. 
gunt gliqus me- : Trueit is, God is for the moſt part pleaſed to make »/e of 
| dia divirepre= weanes in effeting health, but this ariſeth from the greatneſſe 
os, ” W of hu goodne(ſe, not any defett in his Almightineſſe, as Aquina 
mY ithily. | 
| _ may f That he neederh not meanes, appeareth in as much as he 
$iam ſue bonits- ſometimes worketh without any. Such were the Cures Chrif 
th, ut dignize-- wrought upon Peters Wives Mother, the Centurions Ser- 
_—_ ai want, and the Impotent Cripple, whom his #/ord onely reſto- 
— red to health. Nay many times the meanes he uſeth are in- 
Aquin. part x. probable,yea,of their ewne nature apt to produce a contrary ef- 
$3. fet. What vertue could there be in the waters of fordan to 
Luk-4.35.7.10. cleanſe N.aamars leproſie ? or 'in the lamp of figgs to heale 
4 tl Hezekiah's ſores ? yea, the Spittle and Clay which Chrif 
If ax. "+: made uſe of, were more {ikely to put out a ſeeing than recover a 
Tohn 9,6, blinde mans eyes. | 
; "He ſtandeth mot in need of meaues 5 but the moſt probable 
meanes ſtand 5» need of him. It is to put boxoxr on the creature 
that God youchſafeth to uſe it as an 5-framext ; and when the 
creature becometh an inſtrument of any goed, it is onely as in 
the hand of God, working with, and by it.- For, tell me, when 
any are recovered, who is it that put the medicinal quality 
into the drvgs which heale them, but the God of Nature ? who 
giveth that wer and skz// to man which fizderh out their quali- 
tyes, and accordingly maketh ſe, of them, but -the God of 
K nowleage ? Finally, who is it that commands a bleſſing up- 
on, and giveth ſ#cceſſe to the meanes, but the' God of Power ? 
Han liveth not by bread onely, nor is the Patient cured by 
Phyſick, onely, or chiefly, it is a word proceeding from the month 
of God that maketh the one effeuall for continuation, and the 
other for reſtanration of health. | | 
To 7p this in a three-fold admonition : 
1. Art thou wicked ?. As thou deſireſt health to be preſer- 
ved, or renewed, make thy peace with : God by repentance : it is 
the ground upon which the 7ewiſh Converts mutually exhort 
Hol.6.1, * each other to this duty, Come let ws-returne unto the Lord, for - 
he hath torne, and he mill heale ns, he hath (ſmitten, and ww | 
a 1nae 
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bile is wp,though it be that indeed, which God out of his Ph 
lanthropie ſometimes vouchfafeth, yer it is a fond preſumption 
for any to expect that he ſhonld be a Phyſitia» to them who 
are enemies to him. Me thinks an «godly wretch ſhould 
imagine that God Feaketh to him in the words of the Propher, 
when thou cryeſt let thy companions deliver thee z or, as he laith 
to the children of 1ſrael, when they commitred Idolatry, Goe 
and cry untot he Gods which you have choſen , the luſts which 
you have ſerved, /et them deliver you in the time of )our tribu- 
lation. Had that accuſatien of Ratfoaakehb been true, his ar- 
gumentation was ſolid, when he ſent that meſſage to Hezekzah, 
B ut if thow ſay to me, we truſt in the Lord onr God, 14 it not hee, 
whoſe high Places, and whoſe Altars Hezekiah hath taken a- 
way ? And ſurely the conſcience ofa wicked man (if not.ſeared) 
. cannot but check, him in the like expreffions, /11t thou ſay 7 
truſt in Gd for health, or recovery ? Is it not he whoſe Name 
" thow haft blaſphemed, Patience thou haſt abuled , and Wor- 
ſhip thou haſt neglefted ? Be wiſe therefore, oh ye ſinners, 
and inſtrutted ye wicked of the earth ! make him your friend 
who muft be your refuge , offer the ſacrifice of righteouſ- 
xeſſe," and then, not till then , pur your truſt in the Lord. 
Your /ife, your hea/th isin his hards ; looke that your 4z- 
ings be right, and then your perſons ſhall bee precious In his 
eyes. 

2. Art thou ſick? learne whom to invocete, and on whom 
to depend for health, upon no other than Ged. 

Far beit from any of us in fickneſſe (with Saul in aanger)to 
11x to the Pythomiſe, and ſeek. help of the Devill. Satan 5 beſt 
eures are deadly womnas ; it 15 far better to continue ſich, then 
by «ch meanes to ger health. Since whilſt thy mortall body is 
for atime reſtored, thy 1mmortall ſox/e is deſperately endan- 
gered. 

Nor yet let us with the Paps/ts ſecke to any Saints as Me- 
a1atours with God for our recovery. Whileſt They have their 
ſeverall Saints for- (everall | Diſeaſes; | Sebaſtian for the 
Plagne, Anthony'for the Gaugreen, Patronilia fax Agues , and 
Beneaitt for the Stone : Let us have recon (eto the one Godin 
.all Diſeaſes. Whilſt they  thinke it. 'too + great /aucineſſe * 
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be their 'owne pokes-men to God ; and therefore go to ſane 
ſomebody to preferre their Petitions for them ; let us hold it 
the beſt manners to go our ſelves of our owne errands to God, 
not doubting but that he, who bids us come, will bid us wel- 
come. | 
Finally, let us not tread in A/a's foot-ſteps , who ſought 
net to the Lord, but tothe Phyſitians ; nor yet let us tread Anti- 
podes to him in ſeeking to the Lord, and not to the Phyſitians, 
whileſt he affoards them :- but as Gzdeov commanded his Soul. 
diers to Cry, the ſwerd of the Lord, and of Gideon ; 1o let us 
ever [ay, the bleſſing of the Lord, and the shill of the Phyſitian. 
Indeed where opportunity is vouchſafed, thoſe two mult xr be 
ſevered. God wiil not »ſually help without meanes, and there. 
fore they muſt be #ſe4; the meanes cannot poſſibly help with- 
ext God; and therefore in the »/e of them his bleſſing muſt 
be implored. They are equally bad to neglef? and to reft on 
ſecond cauſes, to expect ſuccour either from them originally, 
or without them inſtrumextally, to rely on God without meanes, 
or truſt to meanes without God. Surely, what the King ſaid to 
the woman, If the Lord doe not help thee, whence ſhall I help 
thee ? that all creatures ſay to us in any diſtreſſe, If the Lyrd 
help net, whenc ſhall we ? except the Lord build the honſe, they 
labour in vaine that build it; except the Lord keep the City, the 
watchman watcheth but in vain, faith the P/almiſt. Indeed he 
doth not ſay quia, becauſe the Lord buildes the hoaſe, but uiſ, 
as _—_— umane diligence : but except\1the: Lord build, 
thereby including divine providence': nor doth he onely ſay, 
iſt domings conſenſerit, adjuverit, but niſs edificaverit, cuſty 
dierit, unleſſe the Lord conſent, (a word which onely implyeth 
his will) or »nleſſe.the Lord help, which extendeth to any 
kinde of a/iſtance (the\weaneft- thing that, concurrerh: to any 
work,being cau/a adjuvens, an auxiliary caule) but wnleſſe the 
L ord baild and keep; which imply the concurrence of his power, 
as well as will, and that as the principall agent in the bmil- 
ding and keeping *. the. ſame aſſertion is' no /eſſe true in this 
 $ve(ent cale, txceptthe Lord heale the patient, the Phy ſitian a4- 


'* 1 mniftreth but in vaine: Heal thy ſelf;is only true of that Phyſiti- 
' 49, to whom itwas ſpoken : no other Phyſitian can of himſelf 


cither 
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either heale himſelfe or others. T angit te Rex, Sanat te Dems, 
was no leſſe truly than humbly ſpoken when the Royal touch 
was given, The King toucheth thee, God cnreth thee. It is 10 
here, the Phy/it:an preſcribes the medicine, but God by that 
commands health, Oh therefore that Phyſitians ini admini- 
ſtring, patients in eng. would onely depexd upon, and /xe 
for 4:vine Bened:Qion, when the one writes a recipe with his 
pex, let him pray with his heart; when the other receiverh the 
potion into his ſtomach, let him /ift wp his eyes to God, who Ezod.15.26, 
faith of himſelfe, 1 am the Lord that healeth thee. 4 
3. Art thou recevered ? know whom to praiſe, and to 
whom to aſcribe the cxre : could the ingredients of thy medi- 
cine ſpeak,cach would ſay of health,as the depths and the Seas, Isb 8.14; 
of wiſdome, It is not in me : It 1s, Iam ſure, the woice of . all 
pious Phyſitians, non nobts, not to ws (oh man) not to us, but to Paery,. r; 
God be the praiſe of thy recovery. And therefore whilſt the -. | 
AthesiFt looketh no further than natare and art, let the Chrs- 
ſtian look higher at God and his bleſi»g:and as he mnſt not for- 
__ reſpeft which is due to the Phyſitian,as the Inſtrument, 
0 let the chiefeft honour be given to God as being the princt- 
pall efficient. The truth is, for the moſt part, ſuch is our foe- , WEEKS 
h;ſoneſſe, that whileſt we fix our eyes upon the bleſſings we make 
receive,we turne our backs upon the God that beſtoweth : bats ad ea que fecit, 
and we are more ready to father thera upon any other than dorſum ponimss 
him, who is the true dexor of them, Oh let not onely gratitude* # «nificem” qui 
but j#ſtice, teach us to give God his due, when we gather the opal _ 
fruit let us caſt downe our eyes on the yoor from which they þ,,g,,; diquid 
ſprout, when we feed upon the acornes, let us /ift them up tO preter ſbem no- 
the tree from whence they fall, and being refreſoed by the /iram & meri. 
flowing ſtreame, let us reflet# upon the ſpringing founteine. —— 
Oh my God, it ts in thee that I live, let me - live to thee ; from _— -—_ 
thee 1 have received health, to.thee I retwrne praiſe ; 1 have the evenui, dime 
comfort , take thou the glory of thy great mercy. Ando I paſſe conþUio,nullm 
forward to the deo, 
2. Excellency of theBenefit, how expreſled, in thoſe words, wag ce Cub, 
Had mercy on him. if oh, 
In mercy there are two things conſiderable, affett»s, and 
efſeftus, the paſſion, and the ation , the inward pity, and the 
D 2 - out= 
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owtward bounty, that is in the heart, this in the hand; that the 
bowels of mercy, this the works of mercy ; that called by the 
Greekss %>sG-,and this eaz1worvys, and both theſe,though not.in 
Miſericordia the ſame ſenſe, are attributed to God, and here to be 
nonnullis quod - underſtood. | 
mi erum cor fe 1, In mercy there is a laying of anothers miſery to 
wa nr agy, Bears , The Greeks word ade is derived from the He- 
ed Lt.c.20. ' brew My). which ſignifieth Ejulare, plangere, to bewaile 
Miſericers dici- and /ament : a. condolency with our Brothers calamity, bein 
* 8uraliquis fi,qus a choice ingredient of mercy. This is that which the Holy Gho 
miſcrum cor aſſerteth of Godin Scripture, where it is ſaid, 5n all their af- 


_ bn flitions he was affiifted : And againe, My bowels are troubled : 
7 x - wy And againe, Like as 4 Father pittyeth his Chilaren, ſo the Lord 
art. 3, pittyeth them that feare-bim : . But withall, we muſt know, that 


Iſa,6z.8 intheſe Phraſes. the. miſt kigh is pleaſed to condeſcend, and 
- _ ge ſpeaking to mex,to ſpeak of himlelfe,as if he were 4 max. There 
rb. 6; i5 not then any ſorrow or compaſſion in him who is impaſſible, 
lequitur,atque but by this is repreſented his good wif towards his people, 
ideo noftris uti- whereby he 4s properſe to ſuccour them. And becauſe the 
Tur in lequendo. afflifted perſon findes oft times much eaſe and folace in that 
Hilac.in P1126 /, 2pathie, which another expreſfeth: towards him, that we 
' K#y4,4TVX" may know the /ike ſolace is to be found in God, this compa[- 
vvT4 gayua- fronis attributed to. God; and indeed is, though not formally , 
#2y tneo5 Rel yet equivalently, nay eminently verified of him. To bring 
T6 ,Cv14AYE. this home, in that Ged is fazd to have mercy on dying Epaphro- 
ymnoias T9  ditus, it implyeth thus much, that God beho/ding and taking 
Av T1 kopiot nurice of , Was. as it were affetted with his imminent danger, 
Tis ov4up% having after a fort a friendly pitty, and motherly yearning, or 
eas. Gre. rather a fatherly good-will rowards him. But this is not all 
44x. Orat. that mercy includech, and thereforeknow, 
5:5" 2. In mercy there is an indeavonr to relieve him whoſe w- 
_ feord'a ff ſery it conduleth, as ſhe ſuffereth with, ſo ſhe doth for, and (ac- 
Fay nee x cording to her ability) either hel/peth him to beare the bur- 
cmpfi, qui den by putting under her ſhoulder, or wholly eaſeth him of it 
wigue (6 poſſi- by: removing it; from his ſhoulder. Hence the definition of 
mw) jubverie mercy is well given to be ſuch a compaſſion of anothers mi{ery, 
+ ee ' as Puts upon a cheerfull imploying ewr power for the ſuſtaining 
dl ==" him. und:r,, and delivering him out of it, This is that _ 
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in a proper and genuine ſenſe agreeth to God, whoſe property 


is to deliver his out of their 5 ATR , and preſerve them 
oubr,is that which our Apof le 


from deftru&ton :; and this no 


Trifteride mi- 
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nn compertt 


here eſpecially 's-rends in this expreſlion, God had mercy on Deo,ſed repel» 
him, that is, he did remove his miſery, and prevent his death by lere miſerian 


exring hun of that ſfckyeſſe which had brought him »igh 


tO1T. 

Let the ſame minae be in us that is in Ged: when cur bre- 
thren are under fickzeſſe, or any other dſtreſſe, to have mercy 
on them. Tt was our blefled Saviours reaſoning with the 
Ph:riſees, though not altogether to the ſame purpoſe, hich 
470% ſhall have an Aſſe or an Ox fall into the pit, and will not 

aighrway pall him out?Surely ore man is of more worth then 
mary Aſſes ; and ſhall we not, in what we may, /#ccoar him 
when fallen into ſome grievous /ſichzeſſe ? 

That good Samaritan in the Type is no other than (rift in 
the Tr#th, who pityed and healed man when dangerouſly 
' wounded by finne, and as it was the deſigne of his death to cure 
mankinde of his /þirir#al ſicknefle,fo his praiſe in the courſe 
of his life to go about doing goed and healing. If we call our 
ſelves Chriſtians, whom ſhould we imitate for ( brift, by per- 
forming all offices of love to the ck, which lye within our 
Spheare ? and if we have no 0/2 but that of compaſſion, no 
wine but teares and prayers, let them be ponred into the 
wounds and diſeaſes of thy neighbour ; ſo ſhall we bee 
Diſciples of Chriſt. But the Text leads us yet one ffep higher 
from Chrift, is man, and as God-man,to Chriſt as God,acquain- 
ting us with Gods mercy to a ſick man : and what more Vefie- 
ting m4, then tO imitate God by prattiſing this Goa-like 
worke of mercy. uiye x4: Tiuioy dye fafipe?, & wercyfall 
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man is great and honourable, and that for this reaſon 
chiefly, becauſe he is /;ke to God, in which reſpe& Gregory 
Nyſſen, and Nazianzen call ſuch a wan a Ged, as having 
ftampt upon him the {haratter ofa Deity. Bee yee therefore 
Eph.6.1. followers of God as deare ( hilaren , is Saint Paxl's counſel! 
Luke 6,36 {n generall, Be you mercifull, as your! Father alſo is mer- 
Nbil dignii cifyll , ſo our bleſſed Saviour adviſeth in Feciall: and yet 


uam us homo- 


g ' more particularly, as God had mercy on ſick, Epaphroditus, ſo 
OEESS a let z#5 on our fick neighbour, by viſiting him, (if we can by 
cundum modum Our 5ks/l Or counſel! doe him good) however by compaſſiona- 
proprie facults- t;xg him, and interceding with God in his behalfe. 
rh divini fit pe And becauſe this dxty is that which (though ſo honourable) 
-” exon”, Weareaverſe from; giveime leave to carry it a little further, & 
eo de quadr, oi - 
Serm. 5+ et you ſee it is profitable, as well as honourable. Not only that 
Plal.41.3 you may followGod in mercy, but that you may upon the like oc- 
Profpicis paupe- Cafion obtain mercy from God, ſhew mercy to others.It is a ſweet 
ri, agro ezrow, promzſe to feed on ina time of ſickneſſe . The Lord will ſtreng- 
EITennaro, then bim upon the bed of langmiſhing, thou wilt make all his bed 
- azabl ibid.  - his fickneſſe. That bed muſt needs be eaſe which God maketh 
mprobus pettito”, : at * 
qui quod alis Or can he faint, whom God Frengthength , but to whom 1s it 
ne 4 fibi poſu- made ? him and zone but him who conſraereth the poore, ſo ous 
lar. Homoeflo Tranſlation, but the Hebrew word 97 may as well be rendered 
pibimiſericordie ;-} one that is weakned by a diſeaſe : he who conſidereth 
/ urs, ena others in their fckneſſe, ſhall be ſupported by God in his, Which 
vi,quam cirs Of us, beloved, doth not deſire that God may ſhew that mercy 
vis m;ſericor- to ms 1n our diſtreſſe, which he did here to Epaphroditus ? But 
diam tibi fieri, how can we expett Ged ſhould grant that to ws, which we deny 
— to others ? Bleſſed are the merciful, faith Chris, for they fuall 
ioſe m:ſercre. obtaine mercy : Be then oh man to thy ſelfe ,a patterne of mer- 
Chrylol, Serm. Cy, and ſhew with that Sþeea, and in that degree, mercy to thy 
43 ſick, weak, languiſhing ne:ghboxr, which thou wouldſt have God 
Mat.15.7. vouchſafe to thee in the ike condition. Burt a little more to 
Pita marieſs mybowell this Clauſe. 


ils , namque ; 
os om , The mercyhereintended (as you have already heard) was 


proellass Hee the prolongation of life, and reſtauration of health to Epaphre- 
babet & vemos dits : and here a double queſtion falls in to be reſolved, 
neufregiumque How thu can be called a mercy ? And 


frequers. 


Anh. ſacr, 


If a mercy in it ſelfe, yet how a mercy t0 him ? 


Weſt 
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_ 1.It is a plauſible 06je#5on which is made, that /ife pro- 5,8ios axnvG5 
longed is »o mercy, becauſe it is a calamitous continuance in an 5 flog, ana 
evil world:what is this world but a Coffer of Sorrows, Labyrinth avugoeen. 
of Troubles, Schoole of Vanity, Market of Fraud, T heater of P hilem. 
Tragedyes, Floud of Teares, and Map of Ruines ? And can it _ eſt rribu 
be a f.zvour for a man to continue long in a place of miſeries ? 64" wiys 
The earth vre tread on, the aire we breath in, are asa Sea, ,,,, fu dicende, 
wherein windes and ftormes are ever blowing; and can it be ſed pcriue mers, 
a favonr to be ſtill rofſed up and downe upon a bluſtering tem- vil qu ppiam 
peſtuous Sea ? Finally, this life is not a Yife but a calamity , Fi moree 
yea, rather a death then a life, becauſe ſo miſerable : to live | jug ot 
long is to be long tormented, and can this be a mercy ? Bud eft diu j 
Anſw.To all this it is briefly, but fully anſwered.That though wwucre nig dis 
there be many evils in the wor/d,yet the world is not evil, nor 0r9uerk 
is it evsl to abide in the world. Theſe miſeries are only accidental _ de verb. 

: : om, Serm.17 
to /ife, and fo hinder not, but that preſervation from dearth 1s a Chryloſt.7 
mercy. Andycherefore the Greek Fathers upon this Scripture CO Theoph, ” 
hence moſt rationally confaure the Mavichees, who affirme the O.cum. Y'* 
world in its owne nature to be bad, 71 nya © crgtrins. lo St. 
Chryſoftome, & uarixaie.S0 T heophilatt in particular. What [ay- 
eft thou to this, oh hereticall Manichze ? It the world be wicked, 
and the /ife which we now liveinit , how doth the Apoſtle 
call this a mercy of God, that he lengthened Epaphrodities his 
dayes? The other life is better than this, ſurely then the xaay i Te- 
muſt be good, an immature death is threatned,and inflicted as a yiou Con au- 
Judgement, ſurely then the continuance of life mult be a mercy, 79 x49 tav- 
as thoſe forementioned Fathers excellently argue, Tov. T heoph. 

Life is a mercy , and yet health is a greater mercy. ba. 
AJrov Cyizivay was Written upon the porch of Apollo's Ariltor.Eth.1. 
Temple, health is the Princeſſe of earthly bl: ſings : and Plato Le "yn 
tells us that Jeirov vyraivey was ſung by every one to his 1q\,.. un, 
Harpe at the Schooles, and at Feſtivals. Beauty, riches,health, \, 6. 
were the three things Pythagoras ſaid ſhould chiefly be :mplo- 
red of the Gods; but among them health the chiefe : indeed, 
It is that which maketh /fe it ſelfe ro be a mercy, ſince now eſt 
vivere ſed valere vita, Tolive rs not ſo much to breath, as to be 
well. 


Mercies then they are (eſþecially)when conjoyned, and veing 
0 


we 4 & : "OY —_— : 
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Una i) cajens TO ih their owne nature, ought ſo to de eſteemed of by us : in 
que nos alignos Which reſpe&t we ought to pray and give thanks for them as 
renct,emor vite bleſſings, It is no leſſe a fault to »ndervalne, then to ovey. 
qui us noneſt 9yy;2+ our lives and health : this latter (I confeſle) is the more 
abujiciendue, its ,,,5men, but the former is no lefſe calpable : we muſt not be 


wncndes off, muck in love with life as to dote upon it, becauſe it is Gore, 


IO yet we may ſo farre love, as to deſire, and endeavour that it 
may, yea, with the Apoſtle here, account it a mercy, when it ;; 
prolonged. | 

Corpus infra 1 end this, Tf deliverance from death be a mercy, how great 


aximemeſt @ A Mercy is deliverance from hell ? Itit be a bleſſing to have 
quevis anims the danger of a mortall diſeaſe prevented, Oh what is it to have 
vilis excellentiſ- the py;lt of our deadly ſinnes pardoned ? Finally, ifthe health 
| Pod corpore ©** of the bedy be a favorr, how choice a benefit is the ſoules 
- of mm health ? Surely by how much hell is worſe then death, ſin then 
Aug in Pl.145, ſickneſſe, yea, by how much the ſoxle 15 better than the body, by 
ſo much is the oze to be preferred before the other. Oh m 
ſoule, thou waſt ſick, deſperately ſick of ſinne, ſo ſick that thi 
waſt nit only nigh to death, but dead in ſinnes,and treſpaſſes ; but 

od had mercie on thee, he hath ſent his Sonne to heale, to revive 
thee, by being himſelfe wounded, nay, ſlain: and his Spirit to cure, 
to quicken i 8 by killing thy ſinne, and renewing thy nature. 
T ho# art indebted to th) God for temporall, much more for fpiri 
tuall : Bleſſe the Lord, oh my ſoule, for thy life of naturt, 
health of thy body ; but let all that 1 within thee praiſe his holy 
name for thy life of grace,and eternall ſalvation. 

24.2. But it is further 72quired, though this recoveric 
were a mercy in it ſelfe, yet how'could it be ſo ro Epaphroditms 
a godly man? Had it been deliverance by death, this were a 
merey i»deed; but deliverance from death ſeemeth rather an 

2 jurythana courteſie, mes. wiv Toy a19eTINOY Eukonon 6 Ty mobs 
gent ans =_ fy Toy Yersiaydy Ti kt, we may eaſily refe// the Heretick, 
þic vitrxdas but how ſhall we anſwer the Chriftians who defiring to be aiſ- 
rorminum mdiis ſolved knoweth not how to eſteeme the deferring his difſolut- 
in bot ſecui9, tion a mercy? Had Epaphroditus been a wicked man,it had been 
| > 05090 a great mercy to ' cx him, that he might make his peace- with 

x ice of faith and repentance; bur to him, 


Chryſ.-'n lec- 


Bern. demod. God by the pra 
viv. Serm 39, Whoſe peare was alreadie made, what advantage could the pro- 


longing 
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longing Of his life afford ? Death it ſelfe to a geod man is a de- 
liverance, a torall, finall deliverance from all forrow and mi- 
ſery for ever : And can that be a deliverance, which keepeth off juſt ſed [eoure, 
our deliverance ? per Anguſta pervenitur ad augnſta, I his red quipþe cx 
Sea leads to Canaan; through the valley of death we paſſe to jus mors ut 
the mount of glory : And can that be a wercy which retardeth preſentk exitus 
our Felicity ? Is it a colirteſie for a man to be detained from E—_ 
his wages, and held to labowr ? to be hindred from reſt, and ; 1.Ep _ . 
called to-worke ? to be withheld from his conntry, and wander gyix janns vide, 
ina wilderneſſe ? Finally, to be keps out of a Palace, and confi- initium refri- 
wdtoa Priſen ? And yet, af this is tre of a godly man, who guiieit.ſaite 
when nigh to death, is called back againe to /ive longer in this l on 
wor {d. {us in A. ., ſ- 
Anſw. To anſwer th, though upon thoſe forementioned jubernacuti, 
conſiderations, it cannot be denyed but that death is a mercy to a Id. inſerm. 
Saint ; yet thoſe hinder not, but that in other reſpets the con- 
tinwance Of life is a mercy, even to a godly man. As for that Chryloſt.”) in 
wirh guviidae, which the Greek Fathers ſpeak of, as if Saint Theoph. J toc 
Pauls language were more according to cxſtowe than trath , Y 
and char when he calls recovery a mercy, he rather ſpeaketh as 4, ;c.a. ibia. 
men doe account, than as it i indeed, it ſeemes to me ſomewhat y,,, ,c.., 
harſh, that to 13 x29 yu Yvyas,the opportunity of gaining more ,, 2-5, 
ſenls to God, which this preſervation afforded him, 1s.a farre y,,, c>, ad- 
more rationall ſo[ution. Upon this account it was Saint Pam ,, z., na, 
looked upon the prolongation of his oe life as neeafwll : SO 2.7 0 > 
heexpreſſeth it in the former Chapter. And here, for the ſame |, -., ſhack 
reaſon, he calleth the reftaxration of Epaphroditus to health a 
mercy. To this purpoſe Saint Hierowes note upon the Text 
1s very appoſite, Miſertus eſt ejus ut majorem aocendo colligat 
fraftum, God had mercy on him, that he, being a Minifer, 


bO—C 
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Movitur quidem 
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£ TIM Gy 

Th oagxi fi 

| | > We vuas. Occu. 

_ by the preaching of the GoFpel, gather in more ſoles, ;, 1 oe 

and doe more-good. | Phil. 1. 24. 
Obj. But you will ay, this ſeemes not to be a full Anſwer : Hieren.ia loc. 

Indeed, had the Apoſtle ſaid, but God had mercy on you, name> | 

nn Philippians,this would be very ſuitablezthe recovery of a 

faithfull 2{imifer is, no doubt, a merey to the People ; but ſtill 

It remaineth a dowbr,how the Apoſtle could fay,as here he doth, 


God had mercy on him, to wit, Epapbredit #5. 
| E 


Repl. 
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Repl. To whicii I ply, That the . my twity of this ſexwice 
was not a bemfir tothe {onrch, ys BA Arg 
mr oy er inſtr f Got 

Fr z. He became a er mſtrament © fory; Tt is vn 
ef non effe per- high hoxony, which God vouchſafeth to = nn be 
ve — ny _ _—_— mo and to a pjors ſoule we. 
fk wtanre TI iS » than Gas glory, gefiring rather tb glorify God 
mas gif in Go de 2hvohva with bw : This Saint Paw nat 

| Pope, yea, lis 44mpeft expeution, that Chrift might be magnify. 
| *tl'in his bouly whethty by life or death. No wonder if 
Phil.r.29. Conſidering how much Epaphrodirus his Life might tondure to 

Gous glory, he rerkonrd it asa mercy. Beſides, 

Dri Chriſto vi- 2. He snoreaſed his owne reward ; the longer a good man, 
ua, feticrer eſpecrally a goood Aliniſter liverh, the wore ſinners he conver- 
JG 3.2  #eth,and they that tarne many to righteon/nefſe, ſaith Dane! 
elefth cxercen- 50 | wi. ApS 4 avs. 
tar. Calv.ibig, #8 forve #6 the flares for ever and ever nayevery ſole thaty 
" Dan.r2,2, Faithfull Afnifter wines to God, is as a new gemme added ty 
that /Yown, which ſhall one daybe-par upon his head. 

Thus then the vaſe ſtands ; Epuptrodirus indeed, - by dying, 


had received his reward, but by living he did the more ſervice; 


A.z0.;s. by dying be had thrained mn) off ” god, but by /iving he 
_— roche Herr vo God : nnd onr faith, Iowa 
wore bleſſed thing to give thanto receive ; by dying he hadew 
jojed his recompence former, by living he made it greater, that 
would have accelerated, but this augmented it, ſo that evenin 
reſpe&t of his owne fature huppineſſe he was no loſer buta 
Jeter by the prolenging of ts /ife, and therefore moſt juſtly 
oth Saint Pax ſay, God had mercy os him. 
Briefly, and yet c/earoly to ſtate the whole matter. 
Life atid: death may be conſidered and compared foure 
wayes, 4+ 

1. In their formal! »arwre, and ſo death ivaprivaenen, life © 
poſition of good; anditherefore death evil, and life good, 

2. In their Canſes, death is'4 frut of fin,Hife an effeft- of love; 
our witkedneſſe deſerved the one, Gods | econferteth. 
the other ; in which'reſpeR, dodth is 'threarnra'as a pungfomem, 
tif promiſet'ys'a reward. (7 

3, In their naturall-and proper 'efwdts, =" 
We 


>» Y a9 ea a a mm. am av  ..c....eua i 
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wolt godly, as wicked men of the ſociety of friends, 
of thei ginger gr 0 this = 
whereas by /ife we have the fr;tion of ther continued to us, 
aha] in this regard alfo, /jfe is farre berrey than death,even to 
a goed man. 

A Laſtly, in their accidentall conſoquents,when a wicked man 
djeth there followeth rormerns, but whileſt be /iverh there is 

of his repentance, yea, many times it fo falls out, ſome 

come into the Vineyard at the eleaventh howre, and to fuch Hife 
2 choice mercy indeed : when a godly man djerth he is carr 
edinto Abrahams boſome, placedin a tate! of blfſe ; but by 
living longer he honowreth God, edifieth the Church, worketh out 
his /a/vation ; he gaineth both the more time to prepare him- 
ſelte for, pet aſſwrance of, yea, make an addition to his. future 
gory, and therefore in 1b: likewiſe, and ſo in a/ compariſons 
life hath the preheminence, and the continuance of it is jultly 
called by the Apoſtle a mercy. 


T 0 cloſe up this, life continued, health reſtored, are mercies ; Qui bos crede- 
re quods, mate- 
M11 NECTAR 

rerum iniquitd- 


oh let not us by «bing them to -ſ»ne turne them into j 
mexe , who can believe it? and yet we may often ſee it, men 
change bleſſings into curſes by their iniquities , and as Parifi- 


exſi; excellently expreſleth it, pſa beneficia bi faciunt pena” we. Salv, de 


hia & inſtrumensta contra ſeipſos divine juſtitie, They make be- Gub. 1.6. 


nefits 80 become puniſhments, and the fruits of Gods merey inſtru- Vail, de Uni 


ments of his jwſtice. The truth is, it was not fo much /zfe as the verſo prim. 
Part pars 


bis life, which moved him to call it a mercy, {wits periculs & Perracch dial. | 


peſtilens ſanitas fmit qui tutins egrotaſſent : Indeed theſe things de valee. coup. 


right uſe, Saint Pax conceived Epaphroditus wonld make of 


ae good Or evil to us according as we imply them. It had been © perniciofs 
a greater mercy to many pe ſinners that they had con- ſanites qua 4 


tinued fck, or dyed, then t 


tO orbers, and a mercy tO ws : Oh wy ſoule, thou haſt received, 
«a ut were,a new life, improve it in new obedjence; health © reftoe- 
red to thy body, impliy'it in the ſervice ef thy God : why ſhould 
thy honey be twrned into gal thy fbield into a ſword, thy delicates 
iro poyſon ? Oh let thy life b: expended by thet,as it was intended 

E 2 by. 


t they were recovered. Let ns 
| therefore /ay owt our /ife, our health, according to our ſeveral! Bern.de incer. 
Places, in Gods ſervice , fo ſhall it prove glory to God, benefix dom. 


n_ L *x 
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by God, ſo ſoalt thou bave cauſe to take up the Apoſtles language, 
God had mercy on we. And thus much ſhall ſuffice for the ſecond 
particular, I haſten to the | 

3. Opportunity. of the time, which is the laſt branch implyed 
in the exceptive But. And a comfortable But it is; indeed, the 
fickneſſe, like a floud was carrying him away, God puts in a But, 
and ſtops its current; Epaphroditus was falling into the pj, 
But. God reachbeth forth an hand to wphold him. Gd 
doth not /o preſerve him that the ſickneſſe ſhould nor come, nay, 
when it is come he doth not hinder it from 5ncreaſing, but when 
it is cope to the berght, then he rebuketh the dz/eaſe, and ſaith, 
hitherto then ſhalt come and no further. All hopes of his recovery 
in 274s5 eyes are periſhed, and lo, he is raiſed by the hand of 
God. Means either are »ot afforded,or however unable to hely, 
God becommeth his Phyſitian, and commanaeth the care. It lets 

"II | us ſee thus much, that "y W" 

7 ca when all hopes are liveleſſe, and helps ſeem frmitleſſe, then « 
—_ the ſeaſon of Fed, deliverance, That bald, Liter is very 
enim dew eui- ſad, whom the father and mother forſake ; but then the Pſalmiſ 
homo deeft, finds God ready tO take him up : And the cauſal P_ inthe 
Velaſq.in Oripinall is very conſiderable, not onely when, but beoauſe he 
Phil Was asa forſaken babe, God vouchſafeth to prote& and provide 


| oder genth 


_ for him.; our extremity being not onely the opportunity when, 
dh but a motive why God will deliver. It was a Sell complaint 
gem ſuftulis, which the poore Cyeeple made to (rift, &ySguroy wx To, 1 
t have not 4 man to pt me into the poole , but even that narration 


fine; quicquid ;_ . 1 efficacious pra er; The abſence of mans help, being the 
— pt ſeaſon of Chriſt s Sh and ſucconr. Saint Paul Vere. F of 
gow? ſexe quis Our bleſſed Saviours Incarnation, ſaith, it was when the fwineſſe 
umene deſurt, of time came ; if you will know! when that full time was, 
divine ſuecw- the Evangeliſt anſwereth , it was 5 the dayes home the 
Chcifol ſerm, X5"g © and if with Chryſslogus.you looke into thoſe dayes,you 
116, ſhall find them dayes of extreame miſery. to the Zewifo Nar 
tion, their Temple profaned, Liberty ſuppreſſed:, Worſbip ab0- 

liſved, and the whole State full of confuſion. In thoſe dayes was 

the f/nefſe, becauſe indeed the firneſfe of time come for him, 

who was the Redeemer,to appeare, and the horne of ſalvation to 


be raiſed up. In which reſpeRt the Meſſiah is called by w—_—_— 


OCD 
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t man, Or according to the Original, a man of opportunity. 
Thy way oh Ged us in the ſea , and thy paths in the great waters, Plal. 77.19. 
faith the P/a/miſt. By which expreſlions no denbt he chiefly in- 
tends (as appeares by what followeth) to zote the impercepti- 
ble ſecrecie attending upon many of Gods diſpenſations, ſo that 
we can no more diſcerne the reaſon of them,than we can any sm- 
preſſion of a ſhips paſſage in the Sea , but yet withall it is not an 
improbable a/zſron to underſtand Sea and great waters repre- 
ſenting doleful and perilous diſtreſſes: Gods uſual courſe being 
to manifeſt himſelfnot in the pakow river of a ſlight trouble, 
but the deep ſea of ſome deſperate calamity. The Dsſciples enter 
into a ſoip, fn ( hriſt comes not , the ſable mantle of the night 
covers them, and Chriſt cometh nor, the winde bloweth, the 
.ſforme rageth, the waves ariſe, and yet Chriſt. appeareth not, 
but when they have rowed 25. #7 30. furlongs, being farre from Toh. 6. 19. 
land, and in the aepth of danger, then they ſee 7eſmus walking on ynriga i- 
the Sea, and drawing nigh to the ſajp to ſuccour them. To ug # 243%; 
this purpoſe is S. Cyrils obſervation upon this ſtorie, Chriſt gngxivce- 
doth not preſently at the beginning of the ſtorme appeareto ,;, 294 ty 
his Diſciples, but-when they had rowed far from land. Chriſt is 5,5 70, 
not alwayes at hand upon & firſt o»/er,but when through pre- ,,,fvo 157; 
vailing fear,& almoſt ever-whelming danger, our ſpirits begin 4, 5 axe: 
to fail,then he breaks forth as it were in the miaſt of the waves, .,o;G- in 
calming the ftorm,expelling our feare, and preventing our raine. porrelar.Cy. 
It is very obſervable in that hundred and ſeventh P/alme, Alex. in 
when the Prophet celebrateth Gods goodneſle to ſeverall forts xgh. 
of men in their 4«xger-s, that their de/iverance was not. vouch- 
ſafed till their danger appeared remedileſs:of travellers it is ſaid, 
they wandered ſo long in the wildernes,till by reaſon of hunger and Plal. 107, z, 
thirſt their Jonle fainted in them, and then, not till then ago 4» fo 
their crying the ord delivered them ; The Captives are ſaid to 9 4% wer-- 
ſit in darkne(ſe and the ſpadow of death, by reaſon of their bonds, (45 Tis Ov 
yea, to fall downe and none to help- them, and then this want of !4{%95 tugt- 
help obtajneth help, at their earneſt cry God ſaveth them. ont. of 24" EonSeca... 
their diſtreſſe ; when /ic&, men are brought ſo low that their _ Nyſl. 
ſoule abhorreth all manner of meat, ana they draw nigh to the Tract in Pf. 
ates of death, then God ſendeth his Word aud. bealeth them : ver.10,12,13,. 


finally, the Seamans ſoule is melted becanſe of trouble, they reele ver. 18,20. 
E 3 10 


On —_—__ 


to and fre, and flagger likg « drunken man, Jea, are at theie wits 
V-r.16.27,1t, end, not knowing what courſe to rake, ere God begins to make 
29. the ſtorme a calme, and ſo bringeth them out of their diſtreſſe. 

Thus God, as he can, ſo uſually he doth help 4 4 pinch, when 

Zacob wants bread at home, 7oſeph is heard of abroad : when 

the Prodigall wants abroad, he is minded of going heme ; and 
Pſal. 14294. when we looke with Devid os the right and there « no 

man, yea, on the left hand, nay round about us, and all refuge 

faileth us, 

Reſt at iter cale, ; 

we may /ooke wp tO God, and God is ready to loke dewne from 

heaven and help ws. ; 

And now if you ſhall inquire why Gad is pleaſed to cull out 
ſuch a time of ſuccour , when in extreeme perill , of caring, 
when ſich xigh to death : I anſwer, itis both in reference to 
' himſelfe . , Ms. 

In regard of himſelf, 

I. Partly that it may appeare to be þz# worke, Thoſe effets 
in the production of which, God is as it were cauſs ſocia 4 
copartner, making uſe of probable meanes, too often the 5n= 
ſtrument is more looked upon than God ; but thoſe effects 
wherein he is caxſa ſolitaris, the ole agent (effeting them 

Velaſa.in Phil, 35 if were by his owne hand) enforce men to acknowledge it 
Permittis dew is his doing. Quando humana omnem ſpem negant, tune divina di- 
creſcere pericula ſpenſatio clare fulget, In the day-time, when other H#arres ap- 
us periclizaui= peare not, we know the /zght which /bi»es 1s onely from the 
anture exrren> Sun; ſo when ſecwndary meanes ſucceed not to whow but 
autem pericli- God can the patient aſcribe his recovery ? and for this reaſon, 
rentibus opem 2 0p14 ceelefins dextre afſignaretur virtuti humane , that the 
fort 8 ſuam po» creature may not rob him of hs; glory,he chuſeth that t5me to de- 
_— demon- {yer when the creature can afford »o ſuccour. 

mas R _ 3. Chiefly,that in ſuch works he may appear #0 be 4 God,in as 
ans. ” ** muchas his Almighty power and mercy, hereby become i//w- 
Plal 17.7, ſiriows: itis the prayer of David, ſhew thy mevailous lovin 
Savudswroy kindeneſſe ; the Septuagint and vulgar (agreeing in this wi 
Ts in ox. the Hebrew) render it, make thy mercyes wonderfull, and ſurely 
Sepr, Miroics when our »15ſery is moſt dolefwll, Gods mercy is moſt wonder- 
miſericordias *#,,1/ and therefore, ſaith Saint Gregory, we moſt aduvire Gods 
mes, Vulg. . benign ty, 
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ity, when w2 call t0 minde our calamity : indeed God Tune nol mi 
veer nigh 2odeath, that we may kyow owr ſelves how /Icvdie dei 
fraile and mortall we are, that he may kyow' ws, Or rather make pw 
hnowwe to we xn others our graces, and when we are n1g1 to pry moore 
denth he hath werey, that we may kyow him, not onely fpecu- miſcrie noftre 
latively, but experimentally, how great and mighty, how good Yevaranter. 

joms he is: The truth is,Onmmniporents wediconullam val- Cs hom,rs. 
»w iifunabile, Newomnd 3s inourable to this omnipotent Phy- \; _ 
ftiax : and'that he may appeare to be ſo, he often deferrerb ned Dat por. 
the eure till bwmane 5kill and helpe faileth. In {ach delive- timm vincer, ni- 
mnces, the charaters of Gods , almighty goodneſſe are bit quod onni- 
plaindy wricten ſo, that the blind Zgyptians can read them; and Pum 1thi nutui 
therefore ſeeing the Zfrac/zres eſcape an 1mminent 7 >—yrnen 
they acknowtedge the Lord foghterh for them. Exod: 14:29: hom.in Bible 
Inreſpe& of «s, thatthe detiverance may be the more ac- par. 

exptable to v4, as well as homenrable to bim, To every thing, T1 Tere Sev 
faith Sv/omen, there na ſeaſov, and indeed.it is the ſeaſox that wua51w7egyy 
purteth n beanty uponevery thing ; in this regard, that of the # wirCoy i 
_— _——_ , how beautifull are the feeet of him that T4048 weye.. 
bringeth-gooll tixling 5,15 rendered byTerwllian,quam tempeſtivi , novoias Te- 
how 8 , thar which is ſexſonable beingever beantsfull; witty fray 
mdeed in every opportune mercy there is a dowble 


Py 


ove inthe thing coaferred, the ber in the 25me of conferring 34ay miggy 
&. It isthe prayer of the Church to God, Gird thy ſword upon Sia Toi 
thy thigh -with thy  Slecs and thy majeſty which latter words the: regy was: 
vulgar nine reads rw fpecie tua & pulchretudine tha, that. Greg. Naz. 
520 ſay, with thy keanty and thy beauty : and this is then moſt. _ 33, 
fatly verified, when Ge girds bis ſword to defend his Church no, 57 7: 
her Joveft-miſery,and offend his enemies in ther 4igheſt infolen- 14... | moo 
cy. It is a ſwert and choxce exprefiion of the. Prophes, The Lord Pill 45.3, 
will wait that he may be gracious, which.though it. be chiefly Th.zo.r8. 
meadedof bis furbearing pudgement yet it i$.n0 leſle true of 1 yay #7w & 
his withholding mercy God therefore oft times de/aziay, that 722550671) 
he mayarppoarethe more graciew it: befowing deliverance ;' ſo Tis nin oreye 
trac is that of the Father,  Daws: raw Wifhers wor wegas Sed com: 0717 £71 0104 
mindar dona, Goavin fetifending rntruds net \tadeny, aut wely to Thv owTneiey 
commend bus .  Mbrabams childe WAS more welcome at Ticar dviois 


ſoxventy,thma it kc had .boen given — Thy bai 73, 
| Iſaac. 
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tir ianid's, Tſaac had not beene ſo precious, had he not been 'as" mirac- 
Tegemoluuir louſly reſtored as given. 1n fine, the layguage 'of a depopwlating 
16-3/n5% warre is the beſt rhetorick to extol{ the "bleſſing of peace, how 
eids. Cyr. welcome is a:calme to the Marriner after a bluſtering ſtorme? 
- Alex.in Joh. and health is never ſo amiable, as when it brings /etters of come 
* 6.19. menaation from a long and dangerous fichneſſe. | 
To apply this, It is a meditation which ſhould eneourage us 
to truſt in God, even when things are atthe wor#?, and theugh 
all other ſuccours faile, not ro let goe our hold of him : As 
Apeltes ſtriving to- paint a drop of foams falling from a Horſes 
mouth, after longſtudy, deasring, let his pencil fall, and.that 
fall did it, 9 nod aſſequi non potuit caſus expreſſit, efieCting by 
chance what he could not by art, and when both »atwre and 
art can goe no further, divine providence undertaketh, nay, 
Phil. z 2 effefteth the worke, and therefore, as the Apoſtle ſaith of joy, 
Elor,l 4c. 8, 1 lay of hepe, hope alwayes in the Lord, indeed, mage indolu eff 
| Serare ſemper, it is an argument of an heroick minde, to hope 
. alwayes, and of a piows minde to place that hepe on Ged 
Juſt ſemper David ſaith of bimſelfe, I have hoped in thy word, the Septua- 
ſperar:& in ad- wm IF | . - 
vaſe pefrmgy. £f* read it irh1a7!o2,and the vulgar Latine accordingly ſuper- 
frequemibun þ©74v5,which as S. Ambroſe interpreteth it,is ad ſperandum ſem- 
«flue erumnis Per creſcere [pens ſpei adjungere,to add hope to hope, &that even 
d fpera exon then when affiittion is added to affliftion : Excellent to this pur- 
noviti  poſeisthat coxy/el of the Greeke Father, zyhen externall means 
Ambr.in Pl. ,,- leaſt,let thy confidence be greateſ#, for then God diſplayeth hu 


Eralm. fimil. 


11Y oa. 1g, ns . 

''B 3 -» _ power moſt, net at the Pogianivg, ox: when things ave deſperate, 
jog) for this 15 the ſeaſon of arvine help. It is our great faxlt that 
a diſmall dangers we open the eye of ſexſe, and onely pore upou _. 


Sn our" the extremity of the trouble,whereas it becometh a Saint, even 
Ke Hd _-_ _ open the eye of faith, and Joke upon the energy of Gods 
© _ 6 And to carry it one Rep further,Let even the depth of miſery 
. ig be an i»comragement to our confidence, in as much as that is 
* I17* a timeofdeliverance: when the night is at the darkeſt, we 

- | know day-break.is neareſt, the lowneſſe of the ebbe argueth the 
flowing in of the ride to be at hand : ſo may we conclude divine 

| ſuccour approaching from the premiſſes of a grievous caldmM 

Ezck.1.16, encompaſſing. We read inthe viſion of the whee/, which _ 

aw 
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Jaw there was a wheele in the widdeſt of # wheole, by which tW0 Hurruer x8 


wheeles /»/tiv Martyr underſtandeth the Fewes captivity in Teopirh 
Babylon, and their reſtitxtion to their owne Conntry, 'and oxe Tex dr bs 76 
wheele # ſaid to be in the midſt of the «ther, as if their retmrne TON unres- 
were ingrave in their very boxdege; whileſt the ave gave hope 5, 5, wyrs 
of the orher. Strange, but yet comforrak/eis the Promiſe, which 13, 72, 1 
Gagmaketh to his Charch, 1 will give. her the valley. of Achor Jaiuy dna 
for 4 Aoare of hope. « Achor Ngnifieet confuſion ,, perturbation ; yuyly ug! 

- and yet this will God make, & dvore of hope, whileſt that pertur- 7 1 puarrhecks 
bation. proveth but a ſad Prologue to a joyfoll refawration. yg ereywyls 
Strange, but yet ſtrong was the; feirh which the P/almiſt- ex- 5,oatn 
preſlerh, where he faith, Thowgh ay hoſte ſonld encamp againſt: Jaſtin.Mart, 
' me, 1) heart ſhall not feare, though warre ſhould riſe againſt me, an; 44. 

in this will 1 be confident : Loe here, a. ſoule like the arkriling tj aerre eff 
with the waters, the encamping of an hoſte ts terrible, and yet es ubi fucras 
David feareth not : the riſing. up of wayre is yet more dange- + name 
rons ; and David will not onely ot feare, but be. confident : Hoſ. ad. 
Nor yet (which is very obſeryable) doth. he ſay ;* Ged,'but Plal-27.$, ++ 
is tbis, that is the very warre it /elfe will I be confident, as Siſurexerie ſus 
knowing,that when the enemy did not onely excamp abowt, but pr me dellun, an 
warre againtt him (ſo that either he muſt pers/b, or God mult ay” vr 
help) it would not be long ere the wi/dome of the A/mighty co. con 
would finde out a way to reſc#e him. Not much unlike this, is ; x 
that reſolution of holy, ob, Though. he lay me, yet wall 1 tru#t, Job: 3:18 
in hins ; death and hope ſeemeto beat Ga oreatelt diff | 


ance, * 

and yet here they are brought. zogether : death could not &;lt 

{+b's hope, nay, according to Pagnines reading of the Hebrew genres 
text, Ecce occidet me, beheld he will ſlay me; death itlelfe incemmoderin - 
gveth life to his hepe, and becometh a, prop for . his confi- {nai oy 
Let this be our practiſe at leaſt, ;ndeavexring to attaine this 7 rn in Plat. 
4 pitch of faith an dependance on Ged.- ? 

e 


, 


1d the fad condition of this Church at this 463,we thall find 


many dysug Symtomes upon it; Herefie hath poyſencd it, Sarri- 
leage ay; $ohiſme wognded it, =” bicedtions feleration 
almoſt franglcd it: And I doubt not bur the people of God 
moxrne in ſecret for theſe abotnindtions ; and yet (to uſe Saint 
Paxl's expreſſions on gnether comaſions Let us Lil fie t Theſ,4.1 3+ 


A 


wy \ 
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Jobn 11.4: without hope, that this ficknefſe of oat Chareh (like that of Ly 
| z4r#4) ſhall not be to death, but to the glory of God, when the 
'Pſal, 102.13. ſet time v0 have mercy upon $;0n ſhall come. Againe, it cannot 
be denyed (oh that it were more lamented) out land is deſolate, 
and »70þ to ruine; the while head # ſick, and the heart ts faint, 
from the ſoale of the foot even to the head there ts od onndveſſe 
Init, but wonnds and bruiſes and purifying ſores ; and yet there 
Hier, in Pl4et 35 hope in this matter, confillat qui agit  penentiam, quia erit 
Conftinuath in © ,,,0445 (alvandi. Letall penitent mourners belieye, and expe? 
. ra day of [alvarion - Finally, none of ns but may at ſome tithe 
ens ſuccurris | | Ao er og Ree” | 
vemarebil; by. or other be brought /ev, and in this particular of the tex7, be 
Tak nem, fick nigh to dearh : Oli let us 1yaſure up this 75th, as © corthal 
quo nos in finili againſt thar evil day, and fearne, evenin our fainting fits, to 
a1ſcrimine, poſti ;,<;1,1.4 ge our ſelves im the Lord our G od. 
Js, ator And becauſe examples are great incouragements as well of 
Jefururam no-. faith as obedience, ſince as we are incired to doe what others have 
firis neceſſiuati» done,fo weareammated.to oo what others have experienced be. 
bus, diem: in. | fore ys; give re leave to'mina you TIT WITS inthe boþ 
or po =_ of Ged, which evidence the truth of this com ortable aſſerrio#. 
am, Were not Hagsrandher Sonne in perifiing eſtate, when 
Par. in loc. turned out of Abrahams houſe to a dry wilaerneſſe, onel 
x Sam, 30.2. with a /ittle bread, and a bottle of water, nay, when the bott 
__ wer was exwpty oF to Fepleniſ» ? Now TR np Hoe vet 
| Hem" "her ſolfe andVer tilde; for bf, leaving him under a puſh, chat 
_—_— ſoe.h notheare him c#9, nor ſeehis dearth,” and reſolving 


roverbium $ ut ſhe m1 N_ T -1-2 | 
6 quands in to end the little remainder of ber owne dayes int rears. ' But 
anguftia confli- loe, whenat this pinch/an Angel GS ee eyes ;ahd 
rw ſuw & ſtead of a bertle ſhe hath a wel. tall of water for her owneand 

oy . her Sons praſervation. © - OE” | 
Mfc; = Wasnor toc »igh to death, when bound hand and footy, 
Deminus vide" 14;d upon the Altar ? nay, bis Farhers þandſtrecched forth to 
bir, boc ef fn p,1þ his kyife and" eur bis :broar ; its but'a little while, and one 
Abrabe miſer- ftroake had let 'our; blixd and” Hfe together. "Bur ſee, ia the 


.F , 


- this ( , TAN = os, | 
—_ mount g the Lord it "4 ſtent, 340 un wnxeaiyns God , 1s 
Hieron.in it were from an.ambuſh, calls unel edly from heaven, and 
qua. er. bya wordin pn at onge p/the Father aid, ad [wt 


Gen 23.14. the Clildes IE "# Tid-S 
_ Exoi3: o  "Inmbat great danger of dearyWas Moſer, wiien Nis parrer! 


\ 


= 
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\t taid him bythe »3ver- brinke with no other Gelter butan anks Led abut 
of bulruſoes : how likely is this, helpleſſe, Babe to warn now 
with co/d, or ramble into the river, or be devoured with a wild pets Me, gre 
beaſt ? "Bur behold, whileſt the childeisin! this imminent daw- ron ee 
fey, and the parents in perplexing fears, providence ſo or- wor ae kr 
- 8 id regret daughter becometh as a mother to the © reipt, © 
hild,and the childes mothey is appoinited Fer, Com. 

by his life . neckrvect " | to be his nwſe,where- Ex = 
' How nigh in -all probability was the 1/raclite dhobbra inn X2d 14'21. | 
| when before them a $94, through which wa et _ rr-bat nar , 
Gng, on either de 'wourranes, overt which there was no. ©9443 femutis 
Himbing, dehind them a-mighty hoftr, mith whom there is no. det mars office; 
 tonteſting, and yet from whom no meanes left of eſcaping; \But fe, non alum. 
he, in this depth of wiſer God hath mercy on then, even toa ny 77 hg 
. wiracle; "the ſoa divider, and at once becomerh the Iſraclites. nimen xbibenr 
paſage,and Egyptians grave. | ' , Orig. how, in 
+ How ſmal/ the diFence ſeeme betweene fon4h and arath nw 
wheri the merciful marriners were enforced tor ſaving their. Bate gf 
owne lives to caft him into the morcileſſe Seaand yer there he: mg 
ſSuketh not, a divine hand as it were hojding him by the chinne , 192 ur atſorbe- | 
. Fhen'inthe $24 ſwallowed by. a greedy Whale, and there hee. !&ur & is 
= #0t ; God-would not deliver him fromthe tempeſt, he will $0008 pirieer fed 
| the z/hale; that which was moſt /z4e/y to conſume him. th. fubiae _ 
the means to preſerve him ,' within three dayes ebe-Den mls... | 
whale delivereth him'ſafe, whole, and 'afive upon dry! &v1ficacs drum 
= ailiy a 2 OM > 7! quiimſporabi- | 
© Who ever thought to have ſerene thoſe rhroe {yorthies ali lem ſaiurem ef 
after they fell downe bound-into the-mnidft of 4 » artan. Saves Tom's ad b 
nace ? But behold a martyrdome effetted ds x dying, whilett |.3 we" <a 
«fourth like the Sonne of God apprareth, at whoſe command: the 0 neryriun & 
oyagont tO-b,rwe, or fo much 3s ſcorph.'  ! + \Frepaſlncier: 
_ © hodid not expeBt but that Daniel being caſt into a demnt of (air ent | 
 ravenous Ljons, ſhould be devorredbefore o om CY Dove prope 
re bon) {oa nm P I NES are ſtopped. y terea D.w text, . 
| - - cannot feed Px , n 
keeps faſtreb him. PN OT CITY are Fonced nem) 
$I ere not Pan and! his company) in eat;eoparily .of ds ih rexur Tertul. . 
when the thick. 5/0uds had for many dayes py care liphr of Fan = = F 
F2 Fun |. beravis leovem 
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*borekot: FSanand-Starres from them, the violent ftormes exceedingly 
Fan LP." toſſed the Ship, enforced them to caſt out the goods, yea, every 
"Yg _ 1; moment they expect themſelves to be made a prey to the roring 
tgp un. WAVES, All hape that they ſhould be ſaved being taken away ? bus 
IN -5e By behold, that night a» Angell of Ged tandeth by Paul, and from 
PC; it Ged afſ ures him of his and their preſervation. 
2, 2\z*: 0;.o To comeyet nearer to the inftance of the Text: _ 
on” Jae ſlighr ſickyeſſ e afflicted David, when he ſaid, My; 
the wrt heart panteth, my ſtrength faileth me,'as fo the light of mine 
ood genus Jes it 15 gone from me; the diſeaſe (it ſeeme ) had /eized upon 
morbi & nature all his F1rits, his animals in the dimneſſe of his eyes, bis natw- 
vires.artines X4//in the failing of his ſtrength, his vitall1n the panting of his 
protfyi eſt heart; and ſurely then ;& muſt needes ans him very nigh to 
Purely death; yea, it ſeemeth David feared it, which made him ſo ear- 
corfilio ſervare- neltly pray againſt it in another P/a/w: But when dearth. is near, 
ry. Muſc.in God is neareto0o, hearing his prayer, and preſerving his life. ' 
loc, . Itis faid of Hezekiah, that he was ſick wwto death, the diſeaſe 
n—_ ſe — was ſuch that he reckoned his bones ſbonld-be broken, and an end. 
luntate & x ' made of him, yea, he received a ſentexce of death from God by 
| Erequit. Greg, the Prophet, Set thine honſe in order, for thou ſhalt aye And not 
Mag.in Evan, ' /zye : But that threat was onely like Abrahams precept, nota 
bom. 28. -/aration of what Ged intended to doe, but onely a probation 
Lone meds to try what Hezrksah would doe; and therefore: notwithitan- | 
corum:p08 medi- ding the diſeaſe was deadly; God -becometh his Phyſtian, pre- 
canins ſumptu- ſcribeth a plaifter of figgs, and Hez.ekiah 1s healed. Pe 
6 ſs Ong The {entwrions SOnne is viſited _ | F _ - that Fat 
| ver bringeth him to. the very point: of death, when as at the 
ber _— Condi daring, Chriſt with a word 'commanas his rec 
jam curatruum Very. | | 
ubi languewis =That womans condition was deſperate, when ſhe was at once. 
omn/r jam (87 brought lowin eft ate and body : her geedrare gone, her diſeaſe 
oro. er continueth, the Phyfitians bave' emptied her . purſe, but cannot 
author; reveres- ſ#ay her flux, nor is there any likelyhood but that this ſickxeſs 
dymvulzus non will at length bring her to her grave. But. her deployable fate 
caſu Jed 4ivini-, is 4 fit occaſion for Chriſt to maguifie his mercy, whileſt by a 
albums - believing toxch Of his garment he maketh ber perfetly whole. 
oe 19: ans Finally, Afartha Jends Chriſt word: that Lazarm u f6&k; 
eureri new peru» Chrift delayeth to come, onely lets tier know #buc fickneſſe foould. 
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' be fer Gods glory : being fick he dyeth, dying is buried, and ha-" it, ſole fie & 
uy doen ſome yr. ce he a4 on ftinketh in the mag int 
grave ; and ow is the Fime come for Chrift-by his powerfully, 
voice tO 745/e him from the ſleep of death; and bed of the pidaic quem- - 
" grave. . ©. edmodamdn - 
Lee here, morethan a Zury of textwalk witneſſes, to which ©4wn mort, 
many more might be added (beſides thisin the Text) all aſſer- we 7 
ting this t7#th, and thereby aſſuring our faith of Gods delive-" ruprieni poſſe 
rance in the worlt extremity. To all which give me /eave to permittis, negat 
adue one more, even my owne late experience Of Gear maruailous pur edini, nil 
tiudeneſſe vouchſafed tome.  _' ©Fors 3 01s 
Iris not many weekes agoe ſince it pleaſed the wiſe God to vi- wigs oh 
ſt me with a ſore and violent Feaver; that Feaver fo exhanſted- radmintir, 
my irit and exervated my body, that I might well take up «que egit, ut 
Davids expreſſion, There was but a ſtep betweene me and death: Funax fier = 
Much about that tie when the 4ayes of the yeare are at the uy mm -of 
hngef, the dayes of my life ſeemed to be at the ſgorreſt. Thus he d:Serationh 
was the firſt part of this Text verified, I was fick pigh to death; accedar quatenus 
; indeed fo »5gh, that I was 4s 4 dead man in the opinion of the qu 4 faurur 
larned, yea, actually dead and buriedin the repore of the vu/- «| druinum ft, 
ne truly I had ere ths beene not onely fowre dayes with NES 
rus, but wore than four weeks putrifying in the grave, ; < TX Ls 
had not divine goodneſſe prevented: But God had mercy on me, « Sam 20.3, 
and ſothe othey pare: of my Text is fikewiſe fulfilled :>whea Fuze che 10.my 
the fokweſſe had almoſt weighed meidowne into the pis, God diſeaſe was at 
was pleaſed to par a gruine of mercy and rwrae the ſcale,ſo that the higheſt, 
Jam here (beloved) this day, before God, Angels, and wen, as 
a bird eſcaped out ofa ſtrong /nare, asa prey plucked out of 
the jawes of a devouring Lien, as & brand ſnatched out of the- ' 
_ freofa burning feaver. | | | 
' What therefore r2waixeth,; but that as in the beginning, (0 
now in the cloſe of this di/comrſe I rake'up @ gratulation, Bleſs the yp, 
Lord oh my ſoul,and let all that is within me praiſe hit holy name; \., - > 
when I forget tO mention this deliverance, let ms) right hand for- 
get its cunning; when I ceaſe (as eppertwnity offereth ir ſelfe)to » 
publiſh this mercylet my tongue cleave to the 6+. of my month 5 
nor yet would 7 be a/one,-in this work of praiſe;do yew (all you 
here preſent) joyne with me. 1 doubt not but »ny, the moſt, 
n s nay | 
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 Menay i ber Recny, 


2 'Cor.1.11. 


Pfal.72:18,19; 


nay alt of inſane he a ſome time or other, a | 


experiute inent delaverances : oh 64/them mow. to wing, , : 
ſec your grate reyymbrence cpm vp 468 menorie bejars.. 


the. Lord : I doubt not hut weny of you, yea, very many, did. 
put up prayers, fervent prayers atthe throve of grace for than." 
mercy (which I now celbrate;), my ar <p Indeed brethrey, |; 
I look myo my-health,as $. Pauf on his preſervation, as 4 gt F 
beftomed on me by the meanes (to wit, for the ſakes and p rayersþt: 
of many;and own as prayers have been. made,fo fitit n ks 
iving ſhould be returncd by many On. my behalfe, it, wered 
hams to be zealores in begging and cald 1 in bleſſing;t0 oxy 4 
give us our dajly bregd,and onely whiſper, bakomed torip reed 
Bleſſed heres be the Lord God of his unworthy ſervant mbe 
alone doth wondrous things ; yea, bleſſed be his a He ph. 
ever,and let all that have beene petitioners for me {ay with 1 
leaft in their hearts, Amen, Amen. 7 
And now my Dearly beloved Pariſtioners, and frewwas uy the; 
Lord, what is wy deſire, bat that-yo-m have conſe inelufon 
ro the following words of this verſe, to.lay, Cee , 
0n him onely, but us alſe ; that my preſervation may be for 


 edification, as well for my conſolation : that a wg have - joe 


dy found bewefir by. my weak Miniſtery, n 


ned;. and thoſe, who have heretofore 


- .-, Now be betzeren, Which that it. may be fo, Ay: 


vor 1 letit be; your prayer for me-, thats [may dhe rhitomorky ry | 
Chriſt more abligently and faichfmlly than, ever ;.-i, fhall | 


prager for you , let. it be your exdeauonr toibeare the ork ; 
Chriſt wore attentively and ohedjently. for the. time - ae 
ſhall:zos bave.cane to bleſſe.God "Kip we, poor trad none of 
you. Yea at that /a# and preat day you i0 06K 
my preaching beeome' a-mearns yr An today 
ang 7ſhall have jey in you, whoſe conver ou ar yes In 


Que an'increuſe okmy.reward, and' an: addition tQ _ 
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